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EAST HAM CHURCH, 

ESSEX. 

This Church is dedicated to St. Mar^r 'Magdalen, andig 
aupposed from its form to -be of considerable antiquity* 
.Ltike the churches of the primitive •Christians, most df 
which were originally pagan temples, or basilicsB, it con* 
sists of a sanctuary, an anti-temple, and a temple, or as 
they are now called, a nave andtwo chancels ; the upper 
chancel or sanctuary is semicircular at the east end, and 
has narrow pointed windows. On the south side are re- 
mains of a piscina, with a double chain, divided by a co- 
lumn, forming two plain pointed archways, between 
which is a bracket for a lamp. On the south wall of the 
lower chancel, according to antiquaries, who we suppose 
have visited this place, are several arches of Saxon cha- 
racter, but they are not at this time discernible to 
our eyes. Behind tbe*'^ommunion table is a handsome 
monument to the memory of Edmund Nevill, lord 
Latimer, and reputed seventh earl of Westmoreland of 
that family ; the effigies represent the earl, and his lady^ 
Jane, countess of Westmoreland, in kneeling attitudes. 
Several other distinguished personages have been interred 
in the Church and churchyard, and among them the 
'cenowned antiquary Dr. Stukely, who, as appears by the 



KIST BAH GHt7aCH» 

R^ter, was buried here in March 17((5. The spot cho* 
sen for his interment was fixed upon by himself, during 
a visit to the rev. Mr. Sims, a former vicar of this parish ; 
by his own request the turf was laid smoothly over his 
l^ve, without any monument. 

At Greeii Street, a hamlet in East Ham parish, 
about one mile north-west of the Church, is an ancient 
mansion, with a brick tower adjoining, in which, accord- 
ing to current tradition, Anne Boleyn, queen of Henry 
Vni. was at some period confined. This tale is evidently 
untrue, as the tower is of more modern date. The man- 
sion itself is supposed to have been the residence of the 
Neviils, of whom earl Edmund was buried in East Ham 
Church* 
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WALTHAM ABBEY, 

ESSJSt Jim 

m 

Waltham, according to some writers, derives its name 
from the Sazoo liam, or hamlet, and weald, tMit is, 
woody* lo tlve time of Canute the Great, one Toyy or 
Tovias, standard-bearer to that monarch, founded near 
the Forest, then called the forest of Essex, a village and 
chorch, placing in the latter two priests j after bis death, 
his estates being wasted by his heir, Waltham reverted 
to the crown. Edward the Confessor, by a charter which 
b now in the Tower, granted to his brother Harold ex- 
tensile tracts of land'lyingabont Waltham, on condition 
thai be should build a monastery in the place. Ih 1066 
Harold enlarged the original foundation of Tovy, and 
endowed it as a convent for a dean and eleven ocular 
black caoons, each of whom had a manor for hb main- 
tenance, and the dean six. This convent, or college, was 
dedicated to the Holy Cross, and enriched with many 
costly vessels and sacred relics. Tlie defeat and death of 
Harold were events severely felt by bis college : it began 
however to revive under the patroniage of Maud, first 
wife of Henry I. and his second wife Adelnta. King 
Stephen, though be added nothing to its possessions, con- 
firmed the charters of his predecessors, la the reign of 
Henry H. the arc!ibtshop of Canterbury, on a visitation 
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Wljit^jtit was buried here in March 1705. The spot cho* 
sen for his interment was fixed upon by himself, during 
a visit to the rev. Mr. Sims, a former vicar of this parish ; 
by his own request the turf was laid smoothly over his 
grave, without any monument. 

At Green Street, a hamlet in East Ham parish, 
about one mile north-west of the Church, is an ancient 
ttiansion, with a brick tower adjoining, in which, accord- 
ing to current tradition, Anne Boleyn, queen of Henry 
VIII. was at some period confined. This tale is evidently 
untrue, as the tower is of more modern date. The man-^ 
sion itself is supposed to have been the residence of the 
Neviils, of whom earl Edmund was buried in East Ham 
Church« 
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WALTHAM ABBEY, 

Wai<tham, accordinif to some writers, derives Hs name 
from the Saxon ham, or hamlet, and weald, tMtt is, 
woody. In tb« time of Canute the Great, one Tovy or 
ToviQS, standard-bearer to that monarch, founded near 
the Forest, then called the forest of Essex, a village and 
chorch, placing in the latter two priests; after his death, 
bis estates being wasted by his heir, Waltham reverted 
to the crown. Edward the Confessor, by a charter which 
is now in the Tower, granted io his brother Harold ex- 
tensive tracts of land 'lying about Waltham, on condition 
tbai be should build a monastery in the place. In 1066 
Harold enlarged the original foundation of Tovy, and 
endowed It as a convent for a dean and eleven secular 
black canons, each of whom had a manor for hb main- 
tenance, and the dean six. This convent, or college, was 
dedicated to the Holy Cross, and enriched with many 
costly vessels and sacred relics. The defeat and death of 
Harold were events severely felt by his college : il began 
however to revive under the patronfage of Maud, first 
wife of Henry I. and his second wife Adelisia. King 
Stephen, though he added nothing to Us possessions, con« 
firmed the charters of bis predecessors^ In the reign of 
Henry II. the archbishop of Canterbury, on a visitatioa 
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RgUter^ was buried here in March 17ft5« The spot cho* 
■en for his interment was fixed upon by himself, during 
a visit to the rev. Mr. Sims, a former vicar of this parish ; 
by his own request the turf was laid smoothly over his 
^gnye, without any monument. 

At Greeii Street, a hamlet in East Ham parish, 
about one mile north-west of the Church, is an ancient 
knansion, with a brick tower adjoining, in which, accord- 
ing to current tradition, Anne Boleyn, queen of Henry 
Vni. was at some period confined. This tale is evidently 
untrue, as the tower is of more modem date. The man- 
sion itself is supposed to have been the residence of the 
Nevills, of whom earl Edmund was buried in East Ham 
Church* 



K18T HAM CBtraCHk 

RgUter^ was bfuried here in March 1765. The spot cho* 
sen for his interment was fixed upon by himself, during 
a visit to the rev. Mr. Sims, a former vicar of this parish ; 
hy his own request the turf was Uid smoothly over his 
prave, without any monument. 

At Greeii Street, a hamlet in East Ham parish, 
about one mile north-west of the Church, is an ancient 
mansion, with a brick tower adjoining, in which, accord- 
ing to current tradition, Anne Boleyn, queen of Henry 
VIII. was at some period confined. This tale is evidently 
untrue, as the tower is of more modem date. The man^ 
sion itself is supposed to have been the residence of the 
Nevills, of whom earl Edmund was buried in East Ham 
Churchk 
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WALTHAM ABBEY, 

iStSSJltJLm 

Waltbam, according to some writers, derives its nanie 
from the Saion liam, or bamlet, and weald, tMtt Is, 
woody. lo the time of Canute the Great, one Tovy or 
ToviuSt standard-bearer to that monarch, founded near 
the Fdrest, then called the forest of Essex, a village and 
church, placing in the latter two priests; after his death, 
his estates being wasted by his heir, Waltham reverted 
to the crown. Edward the Confessor, by a charter which 
is now in the Tower, gnioted to his brother Harold ex* 
teasfve tracts of land 'lying about Waltham, on condition 
thai be should build a monastery in the place. Id 1066 
Harold Enlarged the original foundation of Tovy, and 
endowed it as a convent for a dean and eleven secular 
black canons, each of whom had a manor for his main- 
tenance, and the dean six. This convent, or college, was 
dcrdicated to the Holy Cross, and enriched with many 
costly vessels and sacred relics. Ttie defeat and death of 
Harold were events severely felt by his college : it began 
however to revive under the patroaiage of Maud, first 
wifie of Henry I. and his second wife Adelisia. Kipg 
Stephen, though be added nothing to its possessions, con* 
firmed the charters of his predecessors* In the reign of 
Henr> II. the archbishop of Canterbury, on a visitation 
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WALTHAM ABBEY, 

Waltbam, according to some writers, derives its name 
from the Saxon liain, or hamiet, and weald, tMt is^ 
woody* In tlie time of Canute the Great, one Tovy or 
Toviqs, standard-bearer to tliat monarcli, founded near 
tlie Fdrest, then called the forest of Essex, a village and 
cliarcb, placing in tlie latter two priests ; after bis death, 
bis estates being wasted by bis heir, Waltham reverted 
to (he crown. Edward the Confessor, by a charier which 
is now in the Tower, granted to his brother Harold ex- 
teosrve tracts of land 'lying about Waltham, on condition 
timt he should build a monastery in the place, lb 1066 
Harold enlarged the original foundation of Tovy, and 
endowed it as a convent for a dean and eleven ocular 
black canons, each of whom had a manor for his main- 
tenance, and the dean six. This convent, or college, was 
dedicated to the Holy Cross, and enriched with many 
costly vessels and sacred relics. The det^at and death of 
Harold were events severely felt by his college : it began 
however to revive under the patroitoge of Maud, first 
wife of Henry I. and his second wife Adelisia. King 
Stephen, though he added nothing to its possessions, con* 
firmed the charters of his predecessors* In the reign of 
Henry II. the archbishop of Canterbury, on a visitation 
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WALTHAM ABBBT. 

to this place, discovered so many irre^larillcfl and scaa- 
dalous vices amoqg the monks, that be suspended the 
dean i and an application v/ta soon afterwards made to 
the pope, for license to change the foundation Into an 
abbey of regular canons of St. Austin, increasing the 
number from eleven to twenty-four. Henry coDfirmed 
all tjie grants formerly made to the college, and bestowed 
upon it the rich manors of Sewardstone and Epping: 
additions are supposed to have l>een made about this time 
to the monastery, which was again dedicated to the Holy 
Cross and St. Lawrence. Henry III. was a great bene- 
factor to the Abbey of Walt bam : in bis reign it began to 
assume an opulence which was not exceeded by any in 
the kingdom : this monarch, on account of its pleasant 
situation, and to avoid the expenses bf a court, made 
choice of Waltham for his frequent residence, and granted 
to the town a fair to continue seven days. About this 
time great disputes took place between the monastery and 
the townsmen respecting the right of common ; the ab- 
bot's horses were driven fk^m the pastures, some of them 
killed, and others maimed, and their keepers violently 
assaulted : the abbot excommunicated the offenders, who 
then appealed to the common law, but were eventually 
sentenced to pay a fine of twenty marks. These conten* 
tions continuing to exist, gave rise to great scandal, aiid 
the monlu were charged with *' receiving much affec- 
tionate consolation from t^e holy sisters in the naonery of 
fJhciliunt." 
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IfALTHAM 

This Abbey flonrisbed nnder fbe ^?eniikieDt of twMty- 
wven abbots. At the dissolution its yeariy reteiiiies 
were valued at «f 900 : 4 : 1 1 . The site was granted to sir 
Anthony Deny for thirty-one years i his widow^ in the 
second year of Edward Y t. bought the reTersioil in fee 
for £9000 i it afterwards descended by marriage td^hfc 
celebrated James Hay, earl of Carlisle. Tb^ Abbey- 
house, which had been considerably altered by its varionft 
possessors, was sold in 1770 -to James BarWick. esq. whi^ 
pulled It down, and leased the annexed grounds to A gar- 
dener. 

The remains of this once famous Abbey consist of 
some ruinous walls, the Abbey gate, a bridge leading tO 
It, another bridge across the Lea at some distance, and 
an arched vault, with the nave ttt the ancient church,' 
now made parochial. This venerable relic is supposed 
to be part of the original building of Harold, or Tovy 
before- mentioned » and is one of the most perfect specimens 
of Saxon architecture in the kingdom t Its length, from 
east to west, is about ntnety>feet i its breadth, inclusive 
of the side aisles, forty-eight; the body is separated 
from the aisles by six arches on each side, which are 
supported by massive pillars ; the arch nearest to the 
western end is pointed, and appears of a later construc- 
tion than the other five ; these are semicircular, and en- 
riched with zigzag ornaments. Some of the pillars have 
deep iodentiogs in different forms, which, according to 
tradition, were once filled with brass. The building 
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.within it io excellent pretervation, bntitt graBdeor and 
.timplicUjr U macb deformed by tbe glare of whitenaih- 
Iflg. Tbe exterior still exhibits some traces of great an- 
•tiqaity. 

In this cbarch Harold .offered up hu tows and 
.prayers for victory previous to bis engagement with WiK 
liam duke of Normandy $ in which battle being slain, h^ 
was brought hither, and interred at tbe east end of tbf 
ancient cborch. 

In 16il Charles I.vlsiled Waltham, *< and went« as 
he was wont where there was aoy thing remarkable, tq 
fee thechurch, the earl of Carlisle attending him.. His 
majesty told him, after having minutely inspected what 
was most worthy of observation, that he divided his ca* 
tbedral churches as be did his royal ships of the line | 
accounting St. Paul's at London, the cathedrals of York^^ 
l^incoln, and Winchester, of the first ; Chichester, Lltcb- 
^eld, &c* pf the second ; and tbe Welsh cathedrals, o^ 
which be rwpked this church of Waltham, of the third.*' , 
ft 
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lUkBSEING ABBEY, 

ESSEJhm 

BAUtiNO Abbey, one of the earliest monastic ingtitutioni 
•in th^s countiy> was founded about the year 678 by St* 
'Erkenwald, fourth bishop of London, for nuns of thtt 
3)snedictine order> at the desire of his sister Etheibuiyh^ 
who become its abbess> and at her death received canon* 
ixation. This St. Erkeswald was of royal-extraction, and 
according: to contempocary writers, not more remark* 
able for his exidted burth thaa for bis sanctity. As a 
testimony of the s^eat veneration in which he was held, 
his remains were contended for by three separate parties 
'■'-^he nuns of Backing, the convent of Chertsey, and the 
cituiens of London. The dispute was at last terminated 
by a mirade, which declared for the Londoners, who, 
having obtained the body, bor« it off in triumph. On 
the road they were stopped at Uford and Stratford by tha 
floods: upon this occasion a second miracle interposed,, 
and proeared a salSe and easy passage for the holy man 
^d his attendants. 

Very little more is related of this Abbey till the yeaH 
^0, when it was burnt to the ground by the Danes, and 
the nuns slain or dispersed. About the middle of the 
tenth' century it was rebuilt by king Edgar, as an- atone- 



BARKING ABBEY. 

tnent for violating tlie chastity of Whulf hilda, a nun at 
MTilton, who presided over this convent for many years, 
but was afterwavch ej«eied by -iQfHda, the widow of 
Edgar, to mnifx way for her own assumption of the go- 
yemment ; who afterwards repenting of the injury done to 
Whulf hilda, restored her to the presidency of the Abbey. 

*Maud, the first queen of Henry I . assumed the govem- 
ittent of this convent, as' afterwards did Maud her niece, 
the wife of king Stephen ; and afterwards Mary the siste 
of Thomas k Becket was appointed to the situation by 
Henry II. as an atonement, it is said, for the injury he 
had done the family. 

At the suppression, Henry VIII. granted an annual 
pension of 200 marks to Dorothy Barley, the last abbess, 
and smaller pensions to the nuns, who were then thirty in 
number. 

Of the ruins of the conventu^ buildings nothing re- 
mains except crumbling fragments of the once extensive 
walls. The site of the Abbey church is just discernible 
without the north wall of the jparish church, and near 
€he entrance of the churchyard is the ancient square em- 
battled gateway, which we have represented. Above the 
entrance arch is a niche with a canopy and pinnacle. 
This structure is called Fire-bell gate, from its anciently ' 
containing a bell used as a curfew. 
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COLCHESTER CASTLE, 

Colchester is situate in the county of Essex, on the 
south bank of the river Coin, distance fifty*one miles 
north-east from London, on the direct road from thence to 
Harwich, from w}iich it is distant twenty mites westerly; 
it sends two members to parliament, and is a populous 
and handsome town, famous for its oysters, in barrelling 
and pickling of which the inhabitants excel ; it enjoys a 
good trade, and has a considerable manufacture of baize. 
Introduced in 1570, by the Flemings, who took refuge 
here from the religious persecution carried on by the duke 
d'Alva. It is governed by a mayor, twelve aldermen 
(the mayor included), eighteen assistants, and an equal 
number of common-council men ; the officers of the cor- 
poration are a chamberlain, town-clerk, steward of the 
admiralty court, water-bailiff and serjcant, four Serjeants 
at mace, a clerk of the marlcet, cryer, ranger, and a 
keeper of the gaol. 

The annexed Engraving represents the north-west 
view of the Castle, as it appeared in 1805. This structure 
was built in 1075, by Eudo, a Norman chieftain, one of 
the followers and a great favourite of the Conqueror, who 
loaded his soldiers with the possessions of the English : it 
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utandi OD the north-east side of the towD, and is aaid to 
occapy the very spot on which stood the palace of Coel 
the Briton : it is highly probable that the Romans had a 
fortress on or near the same ground, as more tluin one third 
of the materials composfaig the present building consiats 
of Roman brick, &c. $ and as the foundations, Tanlts, and 
superstructure are of immense dimensions, the Ronssw 
structure must have been prodigious : the form is qoad* 
rangular ; the sides measure 140 feet, and are flanked by 
a tower on each angle, the foundations of which are re- 
ported to be thirty foet thick : the vaults and passagee 
under the first floor w hich have already been examined are 
•urprislttg ; and as the principal descent to them has not 
yet l>eea discovered, it is imagined that two thirds of th« 
subterraneous dungeons and winding passages remain un- 
explored. Under the walls leen in the annexed View» 
sir Charles Lucas and sir George Lisle were shot to death 
by order of Fairfax, with cool and deliberate barbarity, 
too commonly attendant on civil warfare. 

Our limits preclude a mure particular description | 
but it may be observed, tliat the antiquary wbo bas not 
inspected the ancient town of Colchester, has not reaped 
the full harvest of his pursuits ; and it may be added ai 
a strong inducement to his making the visit, that he will 
be certain of receiving from the respectable host and 
lovely hostess of the Cops, every comfort arising from 
courteous behavioar, dean rooms, welV-dressed viandt, 
and good wine. 
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ST. JOHiNS ABBfiY GATfe, CbLCHM'Jal, 

tUf tll« parish of St. Giles's, ofi a cdii^ider&bli tM ^tek^ 
sant emihetic^, southward of ttie iowb, is ift^ site of H 
oiice fkitfons Abb^y ; the trafls tbat bicotll^a^ed it (cod^ 
talbing an area of dbt>at fddh^^ ^res), ddd tbft Abb«jf 
^te, are all ibe btiildiiigs that remaitted In iSdS, ^befi 
ibis anmexed Tiew wad iMketi. St. Jdhii^s Abb6y lirU 
fritlnded bv £:tido, mehtiotied ita thf$ accOobt df C6\t\iHiitk 
Casile, who, after tbe death of the Oob<{itki>6r, was fei- 
tremely iiseful to his 8uccb»or WiUlafil ItilfdA, and tieiii^ 
l^ovemor of Colchestet* ^esolv^d ttt build a moaaAterjf 
tfreM. 

In 1096, be catited the gl^OQnd io be ptcipared, ihb 
timits of the building: to bfe detef-tninied, and taiat^riaU to 
be procured, and was proceeding in the ftxecntiob of hift 
d^ign, when hfe fell itito disgrace witb thfe feigning prince 
H^nry i. ; th€ work wad therefo^ laid aside foi- sonfi^ 
<iriie, and ^^ai afterwards resumed under the direcifoD of 
'William, a he^he\^ Of Eudo, who with ibuch assiduity 
and great exp^n^e Completed tb^ edifice, which was cob- 
secrated tb6 i(Hh January llOl, with great solemnity 
apd pomp, and at tbe same time liberally endowed bj^ the 
fmmder and others, and dedicated to Christ and St. John 
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BT* JOHN'S ABBEY GATE, COLCHE8TBR. 

the Baptist, for twenty monks of the Benedictine order. 
Hogh, a monk from the abbey of York» was choeesi for 
the first abbot, with great privileges and honoarst he 
wore a mitre, and sat in the upper council of the realm. 
This abbey was distiognished by peculiar privileges, 
having the same honour, liberty, and laws as the chnccb 
of St. Peter at Westminster: it was chartered by Ri- 
chard I. and had the right of sanctuary. At the dissolution 
it was valued at £b2S : 17 : 10 ; but this sum, it is sup- 
posed, scarcely exceeded its annual value. The last 
abbot, John Beche, was executed at Colcliester the 1st 
December 1539, for denying the king's supremacy. Henry 
gave the Abbey to sir Thomas Dance for twenty-one 
years; Edward YI. granted it in 1574, in reversion, to 
Dudley, earl of Warwick, from whom it descended to 
John Lucas, master of the requests, who converted it into 
a family residence, which was in possession of sir Charles 
Lucas, at the seige of Colchester, in 1648, when it was 
nearly demolished by, thu parliament troops, under the 
lord-general Fairfax. 

The gateway is flanked with four octagonal turrets, 
and consists of an arched portal and postern, over which 
is a large room ; the workmanship is excellent, and the 
whole structure awfully impresses the mind with the an- 
cient consequence and beauty of the once magnificent 
building to which it was the principal entrance. 
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STRATFORD LANGTON ABBEY, 

. ESSEX* 

The monastery of Stratford Langton, or Langthorn, about 
one mile from Bow, in the parish of West Ham^ situated 
in a low marshy ground, was founded in 1134, by Wil- 
liam de Mountfitchet, and at the dissolution of religi^tus 
bouses was possessed of revenues to the annual amonnt of 
^600. The last abbot was William Huddlestoo, who 
had^a yearly pension allowed him of 3^66 : IS : 4. 

The founder gave to this Abbey the neighbouring church 
of Leyton (now Low Layton) by the name of Ecclesia 
de.Leya, which was afterwards appropriated to the mo- 
nastery, aud a vicarage ordained therein, of which the 
abbot and convent were patrons till tbe suppression. They 
were likewise possessed of the lordship or manor of the 
same parish. In the church of this Abbey, and not in 
that of the priory of St. £dward's, Bromley, as by some 
historians is affirmed, was buried John de Bohun, the 
great earl of Hereford and Essex. 

The only remains of this once extensive Abbey, are 
a greatly-mutilated gateway, standing across the road 
which leads to West Ham ; several extensive fragments 
of the walls, and a very beautiful arch near the Adam 
and Eve public-honse« This arch is the remnant most 
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worthy of notice, helng preserved with mnch care, and 
andoabtedly a part of the original baiMing ; in all pro- 
bability it formed the wettetn entrance to tht chnrch. 
The pillars which support the arch are nearly half con- 
cealed in the raised earth ; the arch itself now forms tlie 
front of a small room, used principally to lodge soldiers 
in when any ane quartered at the adjoiiling home. 

Several Aineral Miles haire been at different p^ridds 
discovered near this spot, particularly in the garden, 
which extends to the east of it, Where a stotoii coflih wa3 
dug up in 1770 $ and at abotber time a carved gravestdriey 
on which were once ioscHptions in brass : this stone is now 
kept In the kitchen of the Adam and Eve. In the ad- 
joining field, in 1799, several urns, three leaden eoftlns, 
an aiitique seal, and some old coins Wlire dug dp. 

The mills, at a small distance from the ruios^ pro- 
bably occupy the site of the Abbey Mills, as (Bey are 6till 
tailed by that name, though the prcsCKit bxrildttfkgii are 
^iktirely modern. 
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BYCKNACRE PRIOftY, 

This Priory Traftfiounded.for black. caaions in Hie r^gfk of 
Henry II. by Maurice Fitz Gefiery^ slieriff o€ Bsses : its. 
endowments were caosiclerably increased by tbe Wmg^ 
yiho granted to the canons the site of a hermitage wImgIi 
formerly stood near the sj^at on which the Pri«ry was 
erected. In Ihe rei^ of Henry VII. the pessesiioiB ot. 
thia. house had been so much lessened by neglect and inat- 
tention that it was ueacly abaadooed; and, on the pett- 
tion of the prior and monks of £lsiiig Spittle, Lond^n^ 
was granted by the king to that hospital. Soon after the 
dissolution, the manor of Bycknacre, with the site of the 
Priory, was given by Henry VIII. to Henry Polsted, 
who, in 1548, sold it to sir Walter Mildraay, of whose 
grandson it was purchased by George Barrington, esq. of 
Little Baddow, and is still in the possession of one of his 
descendants. 

The site of this Priory is on the west side of the road 
leading from Danbury to Woodham Ferry ; of the build- 
ings not a vestige remains standing,* except a portion of 
the conventual church. For many years the roads in the 
vicinity have been mended with stones taken from the 
ruins; and at this time the^ small remains of the church 
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are saflTering redaction for the same purposes and for pav- 
ing the yards and sties belonging to the farm on which it 
stands. This (;harch was in the form of across, bat the 
«ast end is entirely destroyed, together with the south 
Cranscept. The nave of the church f«ems, soon after the 
dissolution, to have been fitted up as a dwelling for the 
occupier of the land, as there are large fire-places within 
it of the fashion of queen Elizabeth^ time, and divers 
chambers ; a beautifully carved roof of wood, if we may 
jadge by the remains, was then destroyed. The four 
pillars, which prtfbably supported a central tower, are 
highly polished ; and on the arch springing from the front 
cmes, as seen in the annexed Print, are remains of the 
ancient painted emblazonments, with which the interior 
«f the church was decorated. 
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CORRINGHAM CHURCH, 

The Church at Corringham is an ancient structure, very 
simple in its architecture, but which exhibits in several 
parts specimens of the most unadorned Norman style, 
especially in the tower, which has two tiers of round- 
headed arches, some of which are excluded from sig^ht 
by the luxuriant ivy, and other evergreens, which nearly 
cover the building. 

The manor of Corringham was held of the bishops of 
London by the Bands, as early as the reign of king John ; 
several of this family were renowned warriors. Sir Wm, 
de Bands, who was sheriif of Essex and Hertfordshire in 
the year 1375, obtained liberty to enclose within his park 
twenty-two acres of land of the dean and canons of St« 
Paul's, in consideration of presenting them with a fat buck 
and doe yearly, on the day of the conversion and com- 
memoration of St. Paul — ** On these days the buck and 
doe were brought by one or more servants at the hour of 
the procession, and through the midst thereof, and of- 
fered at the high altar of St. Paul's cathedral ; after which 
the persons that brought the buck received of the dean and 
chapter, by the hands of their chamberlain, twelvepence 
Stirling for their entertai&ment ; but nothing when they 
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brought the doe. The buck being: brought to the ftepf 
of the altar« the dean and chapter appeared in copes and 
proper venments, with garlands of roses 06 their heads^ 
sent the body of the buck to be baked, and had the head 
and horns fixed on a pole before the cross, in their proces- 
sion round about the church, till they issued at the west 
door, where the keeper that brought it blowed the death 
of the buck, and then the horns that were about the city 
answered him in the like manner, for which they had 
each, of the dean and chapter, fourpence in money, and 
their dinner; and the keeper, during his stay, meat, 
drink, and lodging, and five shillings in money at his 
going away, together with a loaf of bread, having on it 
a picture of St. Paul.*' This custom was continued Uli 
the reign of Elizabeth, when the manor appears to have 
passed into another family, and has since had various pos- 
sessors. 
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Thaxsted is an ancient town, and probably existed 
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THAXStED CHURCH/ 

This ChiuKh m a very laii^ and beautilttl ftraetuic, aad^ 
Urom Tanoiis anou and oofpnzanoM on it» sereial parts, 
Appearste li«ra been boUt at difteieiit times In the foai^ 
tmmth eentnix* Tba wliole fabric is fmhaOled and sup^ 
ported by stion^ abutments, temunsting^ in eanopied 
niches surmounted by pinnacles. On each bitttifeM is a 
Iprotesque head, with a spout issuing^ from the mouth, to 
carry the water from the roof. The windows have pointed 
arches, and many of them are ornamented with tracery 
and painted glass. The north porch is richly sculptured, 
and the cornice and upper part charged with various 
figures. Above the entrance are two escutcheons, one 
containing the arms of France and England; the other, 
the arms of the house of York: over these are two win- 
dows, in the arch of each of which is a crown, supported 
by a hand ; between the windows is an elegant niche. 
At the west end rises an embattled tower, supported l^ 
buttresses, and terminated in a beautiful octagonal s|nre« 

The interior of the Church consists of a nave, tran* 
scept, chancel, and side^aisles ; and it is somewhat cu« 
nous that the nave is not so wide as either of the usles. 

Thaxsted is an ancient town, and probably existed 
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in the Suon timet: it was incorporated by eharter, in 
the reipi of Philip and Mary, and its goremment Tested 
in a mayor, bailifb, and chief burgesBes. .This charter 
was confirmed by qaeen Elizabeth, but rendered of no 
value either by the fearv or poverty of the corporate offi- 
cers, who, on being served with a fuo wmrranto in the 
feign of James II. thought fit to retire firom their ofiiees.' 
The market which had been discontinued for a long peri- 
od, has of late years been revived, but is not much lie-i 
quented. The number of houses in this town, as ascer* 
tained under the population act in 1808^ was 365; of 
inhabitants, 18M. 
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NETHER HALL, 

ESSEX. 

Is so named from the low sitaaUev of the h»H!« nearthe^ 
confluence of the rirers Lea and Stort. It is situated in 
the parish of Ro^don, about a mile and a. half south- west 
of the church, and was formerly the seat of the Colt 
family, which appear^ to have been settled here as early, 
as the reign of Edward lY. : from what family or iQ> 
what way the manor came into the possession of the Colts* 
i3 not known. It was first noticed as a maaor in 1401, 
when Thomas, son of John Organ^ conveyed it to 
Nicholas CoUorn and Thomas Prudence.^ The ancient 
mansion, which had been con vented into a farm-house, 
was demolished about the year 1773, the gateway and 
some portion of the walls only being left standing through 
the strength of the brick-work, which rendered their 
destruction too expensive. The whole building was sur* 
rounded by a mpat, and the moat encompassed with a 
wall. 

The gateway, which conMst& of two floors, is of 
brick, with a half hexagon tower on earh side of th^ 
entrance ; nearly the whole of one of them has luHcift 
In, and the space between them is in a very ruinous 
condition. Bach. floor is occupied by fluo)^ oxne room^ 
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mmuring about twcuty-ieven feet by tweoty-three 
And A half, formeriy lighted by lar^ and elegant 
wiodowBi the upper story h nCirly destroyed. The 
ceiling of the lower story is of wainscot, sustained by 
arches of the same material, resting in front on three 
blaniL shields, and a truss composed of a radiant rose ; 
and at the back, on four trusses, the first and third of 
which represent griflins, the second and fourth a bear and 
raggied staiT: the westernmost shield is supported by two 
horses, the second is held by a spread eagle, supported by 
a lion and unicorn, and the third rests on a lioness and 
bull, dacallj^ crooned. The room has been wainscotted 
to about the height of eight feet ; above, on the plaster, 
wft rfidely painted in compartments vailous figures, pur- 
porting- to be representations of some of the most eminent 
persbns In Siicrcd, profiine^ and fabulous history, whose 
names ate thus added ia the eastern bow-^" Hercul^, 
Georg for Ing." In the western bow, '* Godfery Of Bulen, 
Gbarl the Great." Tliere was formerly anotbei' figure in 
this cotopaftment, now erased. On the west wall, o^er a 
window, is a black figure blowing bubbles, d'lfidhi^ ihh 
sentence: *' Time tarrietb for no rahn. HecfOr." On 
the north, David between two figures, nearly erased. OH 
the east wall, ** JuliouftSeaser*' knd ** Judin MatdLbSeus." 
On the suilhmit of one of the side walls of the gdtc*' 
way ftre considerable remains Of twd curiously twisted 
chiAitiies i a'triefoil ornament appears to have nearly Sur- 
rounded the upper paH of the gateway ; it id again Intro- 
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dticed beneath the windows, and round the towen, upon 
a parallel with the|r bases in the lower story ; the brick- 
work of the towers is in many parts tessellated, as it is 
likewise upon the most perfect part of the acybiningwall : 
the gateway is embattled, and has a square prqjectipn at 
the corner ; the trefoil ornament is here continued. Above 
the entrance is a machicolation, and the place where the 
portcullis has been is yet to be seen. The remains of thi»^^ 
ancient' manorial mansion are almost every day suffering 
dilapidations for the purposes of the tenant who now 
holds the lands around it ; considerable quantities of the ^ 
materials supply the place of gravel on the roads and 
cartways in the Vicinity. Many noble trees still stand near' 
the moat, which we understand are marked for the axe. 

To Thomas Colt, esq. who was employed on some 
foreign embassy by Edward IV. is attributed the erection 
of this manor-house, as representations of both the coats 
on his monument in Roydon church were to be seen on a 
doorcase in the farm-house before it was destroyed, viz* 
a fess between three colts (colt), impaling gerrone of 
eight (trus-butt). His epitaph is as follows : 

*' Nobilis ille Thomas Colte, armiger, hie requiescit^, 

Edwardi regis consul honorificus,- 

Prudens, discretus, furtis, tam consrKisquaai - 

Armis, vis talem quis reperire potuit 

IlHus sobolu sponse dneq. Johanoe, 

Stirpis prteclarffi tumba dat effigiero*.. 
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s anno 
11 C qoater semel Ut bit el x\ ^robos itte 

• die 
Aognstl meiitii x bis et i bii obiiU" 

Id Holy Cro« or Weitgale Chuirh, Canterbory, 
f here it a memorial of Robert Colt, a common brewrr, 
and from hit anmirial bearings, which are three colts, be 
was probably one of tim tame family. He died Dec. 6, 
1444. 
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KAYLEIGH, 

OiSSiii 2l» 

Ra YLEIGH is situated in the hundred of Rochfbrd, and 
Mas foruierly a oiarlcet town. According to Morant, iti 
name is derived from the two Saxon words, raa, a roe» 
back or wild goat, and Uy^ pasture ; in ancient records 
it is written Regenia, Regheleia, Ragley, and Ragleigb^ 
Ralegh, Rayl^e, Ra>legh, and Raylil. It was formerly 
the most considerable town in this hundred, being the 
bead of the barony of Suene, who was settled in England 
before the Conquest, and is by some writers called a 
Saxon, but by the name seems to have been of Danish 
extraction: he readily Joined the Norman invader, who 
confirmed him in the possession of his lands. This lord- 
ship is reasonably supposed to have been a part of those 
lands, because no former possessor is mentioned in the 
Doomsday Survey. The castle, of which some important 
earth-works remain, is reported to have been the work 
of Suene. It consists at present of a mount, with an 
oval-shaped base, surrounded by a ditch, and this again 
by a rampart, and a second ditch defended by other em- 
bankments, particularly on the east side. The summit 
of tiie mount is divided ; the western part is circular, and 
upwards of 100 feet high ; the other is somewhat of an 
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•OTml form aod lower; the principal ditch Is from tbirty- 
tiz to flfly feet wide, the interior vallum llAy feet hi^h. 
In Bome places the works are moch broken, and the 
ditches partly, filled 4ip. A large park was attacked to 
this castle and honour, according to the Doomsday Book, 
together with six aspemii of vineyard, yielding in a good 
season twenty modil of wine. Henry de Essex, Sacae*s 
|;rand8on, succeeded him « .he was hereditary standard- 
1>barer, and for cowardice in a great battle against the 
"Welsh, wlu by Henry 11. disinherited. This honovr 
troiitlinied in thecrewn till Henry III. gave it to Robert 
lie Burg^, lord chief jastice, whom he created earl of 
Kent ( but ^as afterwards so tar displeased with bim as 
lo deprive hhn of the gteatmt part of this estate, yet 
i^Qdwed tile whole to reviirt'to the earPs son. 

liie btmour of Rayleigh had its peculiar stevrards, 
that Were persons of note. In 1285 William Fitz^Warin 
biftid twenty^four acres here, by the segaacy of findf qg a 
uan Co keep the court of the manbr of Reyiegb* In 
'II^O G^flfVey de la Rokele was steward of the bonour of 
Rayleigh. In IS7S Otfftey de Derifhatoi was steward of 
thts bonottr, ated of all the king's lattds wfthio thebimdred 
of Rodifotd. 

Sotee litnds were boMenby the following* tenore : that 
iiie oiiirnets provided a bailiif to tfttfend at the court of 
this hondtir, to serve surmmons, attachments, tM exe«u* 
lions, &c. 

WUliam li^yrey who died in 1366, held of the kfaig. 
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in capiief as of bis kono^r of Rejrle, pne meseiiage, sizty 
acres of arable, and six of wood in Reil^b, forihfi 
term of his life, Jo|ptly with John de .BcLbonse, by tbe^ 
service of finding one bailiff to serve all execatioas in 
the court of Reiteigh ; and forty acres of arable, eight 
of Qieadow, three of wttod^ ^d 59- 6(f* oh, ceaty of the 
king, by the sijctee^th part of a. knight's fee, for which 
he paid suit every .three weeks at Rochfprd himdred 
court : also one messuage, ^SO acres of aroliley cigbt of 
meadow, 159. 9<f. ob. rent, by the servjce .of .Sd. scutage» 
when levied in Eaglapd : and. thirty acres of .the abbot, of 
Colchester and Robert de Teye, by the service 0t§t,4d» 
per annumi TJipmas, ^on of John, de BeUiaas, was his 
next heir. 

The church is dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and 
consists of a body and two aisles, the length both of 
church and chancel. The body of the church and chancel 
is tiled, the aisles leaded. At the west end there is a 
lofty tower, with a spire shingled. The south chapel of 
the chancel is repaired by the owner of the castle. 

This rectory being appendant to the capital manor, 
was given by Robert de Essex, son of Suene, to the pri* 
cry of Prittlewell of his foundation, in whose gift it con* 
tinned till the suppression of monasteries. Then it com- 
ing to the crown, queen Elizabeth granted it to Henry 
lord Hundsdon, who presented it In 1593. His younger 
son Henry conveyed it with the manor in 1681 to Robert 
Riche, earl of Warwick* From hln H passed to his 
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RAYLBIGH. 

fluccrtifMin, rarlfi of Warwick t BSid then to one of the 
ftilifin, Daniel earl of NoUioi^haaif who tf^id both 
^ WAi^r aod adtrowtoD to Robert Briitow, esq. ooe of 
whose descendants b, we believe, the present lord of tlie 
n;anor. 

There was a ebantry In thU parish, aii likewise a 
chapel, hot where the chapel wai sitaated » uocertain; 
-by kins Edward Yl.th's grant of the lands belonging 
to the chapfl, H seems to have been also for the use of the 
chantry priest: the contents of the grant were, ** the 
site of the chapel of Raleigh ) four acres of arable aod 
pastore in Estwood belonging to that chantry ; messuaget 
and lands called potters, &c. with appurtenances/' Ed- 
ward VI. granted them in 1549 to Edward Bury and his 
heln. 
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CHAPEL OF HAltLOW-fiURY MANCHli 

• • • - 

ES8BX» 

This interestiq; relic of aoCiq^ty itandt abovt half ft 
mile north-east from the charch of Barlow^ op tt^e manor 
of Harlow- Bnry ^ which manor waigWento the abbot o# 
St. Edmund's Bnry hi the reign>of Edward the.Gonfesior, 
and beintgon the road from Bury to the porliameot, wlien 
holden In London, the abbot freqnently made his ion at 
ihia place, and the Chapel was no doubt erected for the 
acconamodation of him and his suit* It is principally 
remarkable for the door on its north side, which is of Nor^ 
man architectnie, and consisti of an arch with a number 
of plain mouldings, resting upon two capitals on each side |. 
the imier ones, which are much less than the others, have- 
their sliafts remaining, though in a mutilated state ; from 
the two larger ones the shafts are entirely gone &t on the* 
left side of the door the basement is so much decayed as- 
to threaten a speedy dissolution to the arch, unless pre* 
vented by timely repair. The windows of this chapel- 
are particularly small and narrow, being but six Inchea- 
wide and two feet and a half long without $ they are con- 
siderably larger within, as they open gradually in passing: 
through the walls, which are two feet and a half in thick- 
nessy composed of brick and pebbles, mixed with ^ 



CHArBL OF HAELOW-BVET MANOE. 

itroDg ceneDt. The interior itill retain appEreotly itf 
ancient timben, Are »trong raften, witli their ends laid 
npon Hw aonlr andrnom h * ly ai it m^fffpwft ^aiaii]^ Scatter 
colonios, which reach to the top of the i;;ablei from each 
tide of theM risei a piece of timiier that intersects the roof 
two or three feet below Its point ; In other respects the 
interior hM been much altered for the eonveaaeiice of- iia 
posses s or^ lieln|p neav the fami«>heose : H m bow andiat a 
granary. Il» eatrtBie length is forty- tm» feet^ iMcadth 
t«rcnty»one. 






^T 



TlLDEK FC • - 

J 



.'/f^',,-.--!'.'/-^ .Afl-jy </.'■'■■> 



.»■•' 



%i « 



it «* 1. 



< » J- ^ ' 



U'<j 



. f ' * 



."H « 






I % »fc ' •«.' ' '. 



- i 



LATTON PRIORY* 

Latton Priory was erecled for canons of the order tf St.; 
Augostiotf, aod dedicated to St. John Baptist t but by whoo^ 
It was founded, and the time of its foundation, are not pre* 
cisely known. It stands about three miles south of the. 
parish church of. the same name, and half a mile west of 
tbe road from Epping to Harlow, fhe ground that stemu 
to have been the site of the Priory is surrounded with 
a^moat, without which, south of the present bnildlogs, 
liuman bones have been frequently found, aekcumstaac* 
which points out the uncient burial-plaee. At a short 
distance from the moat, east of the church, appear somen 
what lilte the remains of an entrenchment : the interspacQ 
between this find the moat is called by the aeighbonriiv 
peasantry the Monk's Bowling Green. 

According to Doomsday, St. £dmund*s Bury abbey 
held lands la the parish fii Lattuna, and it is conjectured 
that these lands were aflerwards the endowment of Latton 
Priory. Morant dates its foundation before the year 1870 1 
and faimer says that it was in being antecedent to the 
twefltieth of Edward I. I»ecaipse mentioned in the Lincoln 
taxation. The hii^ory of few religiour Ibundatioos Is 
less known than that of Latton Priory i it is supposed 
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I«ATTOir PEIOftT. 

that the toclety was never jtry muBeroaB, mot the 
coMiderable, at the bishop of Looion fkeqneBtljr ap- 
pointed a prior, for want of a itatntaMeimmber of canons 
to elect. At the dissolation the site of this estahUshmcnt 
was granted to sir Henry Parker and his hein, to l>e licid 
by the twentieth part of a lcnight*s fee. It was afterwards 
in the possession of John Hitta» who, to 1658, sold ic^to 
John Tifley, by whom, in the fourth of Eliiabetb, It was 
ctfnt^yed to -James AUham i bis descendant and heir dis* 
^o^d of It to Wni. Lashingloa, esq. Who, by bis iiotber, 
is neaily rdaled to tiM Althan ftiartly s it was lately sold 
by thih geiitieman ta Thomas Gkyn, esq. iht present 

Mils Frioryy tbotgh of Ineontfiderable note, pdsiMled 
a bandsone and ^tber ^paelaos chareh, which in ^feater 
partis stAl rennlnldf. H is ballt In form of a cross, tine 
centre divided fWiin #he eztf«mities by fonr lofty-poldted 
ni^ctes, 'i^stidK on slender^olustered oolnmns ; the height 
*f the cobimns is eighteen feet and a half, ^fore tbe 
fall of the south tratfcept the length of the baildtitg,flftMa 
Mtfiith to «onth, measoredwitbin the wallB, wastivty-six 
feett from east 'to West Ks length h ftftyfonr feet; ikt 
Wiffls, which are •ctftnpcned of mbWeifliaHitiMiesaad th« 
flat brk:k bsmtlly called Roman, are two feet and a<baif in 
fllficktate I the colamfts and arches are df freestone. About 
three yeai^ sinee the south traaseept,^as before Mated, fen 
to the-gronud, leaving but a small part of the eastern wall. 
In this fragmeot is the remains of «a elegant w4ndow ; Us 
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UM9tW FOrlOfUY'* 

hitler MMildiq^tfrteraiioAted «Kcft/dh j i iie hy -a corbel humi^ 
mmd.ihe Anh 4s4tt|ip«irted hy two slender colsniiis. The 
Mil ef tliis fBrt.«f 'Hw'.boittdinglias ezfiosedthe interim 
to Uteiif^fiirieB of 4lie durngtog; «teeipfceve, and perhaps 
the iperifld Is '«ot /very remote wliCB fWs ittoerahle file 
'vrilllieGeHieHD^tiiteBable rata. The %proprietor of the 
£tkrm 4ifts e n d e a m o n red to. lepair the idaBa^e with db enoiv 
noons mass of pea-straw, but this futile substitatekeDAi 
wUk every wiad i And .as ihe withered .Ibliage wiMres to 
aail fro, the raMliDg mmnnr echoes cowd Ihe^wodlsj^^n* 
a^gii^ the^affpaaach'Of .IheinfiaalJeaolaiioa. 

How iiie«mtbe>mHid, <Ticwieg.the saTages 
Of «ll-4es«iMiyi^ Time «n eaftUM eeo A 
i^id eonseerated' ia pco #-  

The parish of Lattoa lies west of Harlow, and being 
very long, extends southward as far as the parish of 
Epping. The name seems to be formed from Late Town^ 
4enoting a town or parish lately erected out of the Forest ; 
meaning, according to Morant, the same as New Town. 
In Saxon times, the owners of the lands here were Tur* 
got, a freeman 4 Ernnlf, also a freeman i and another. 
At the time of the Survey the lands were held by St. 
Edmund*s Bury abbey, by Eustace earl of Bologne, 
with his under tenant Adelolf ; and by Peter de Valoines, 
and his under tenant Turgis.. Eustace's part took its name 
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|W>iii hif under teuuHtf AdeMf de IfcfCy firom wiMwe 
tbe name of Mark Hall» now the property of 
Beiyoyoe, eiq. m ue nearly all tke aaaon la thii pariii. 
The part of Peter de Yaloinet caaw by a female tieiiCH 
lato the Iknlly of Fltiwalter, and wai In time incorpo- 
rated into the other ettatei adljolniiiK. In 1166 Ralph de 
lAttoB held one knight*i fee and a qnaiter of Robert de 
Falolnei. 

The charch, dedicated to the Ylif In Mary, le plca- 
iantly altaated oa a tiaitig groand. A4ioinlnf to the 
north ilde of the -chancel Is a chapel, dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity and the. Virgin Mary, ballt by sir Peter 
Ardttn, iCQeaat at law, chief baron of the ezchcqeer, 
and justice of tiM king's bench, in the reigns of Henry VI. 
and Edward IV. wherein was founded a chantry by him 
and dame Catherine hii wife. 
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mssejc* 

TaoKOSESLBY IS the last parish in the hundred of Bur* 
ttahle* abuttiDs on the east upon that of Rochford, aoft^ 
is two miles and a quarter Boatb*wc8t by west from the 
town of Rayleigh. 

There is another parish in this county nearly of the 
same name ;. viz. Thunderley, now united to Wimbish, ia 
the hundred of Utlesford^ 

In Edward the Confessor's reign, Grodric, one of the 
king's thanes, was owner of this lordship ; which, at the 
time of the survey, was part- of Suene's large possessions f. 
afterwards it was divided into these two manors^ Thnn- 
dersley and Busches. 

The manor-house stands about half a mile north from 
the church ;. upon the forfeiture of Henry de Essex, con* 
stable to Henrytl. and hereditary standitrd-bearer, who,, 
for throwing down the standard in a' battle with the- 
Welsb, in 1163, which occasioned the defeat of the Eng^ 
llsh, was deprived of all his estates, this manor conti* 
nued to be vested in the crown. In 1553, Edward yi« 
granted it to Susan Tonge, widow of Thomas Tonge,. 
Clarencieuz, and her heirs. ' Queen Mary I. to whom 
the above-named Susan was first lady of the bedchamber,. 
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ratified the grant of this maDpry adding the adfrowaon of 
the benefice. 

The cborch is dedicated to St. Peter, and appears 
to have been erected aboot the time that the Nonpan 
circular arch was giving waj to the Gothic, or pointed 
style. It consists of a body, chancel, and two aisles { the 
body is divided from the aisles by four massive pillars on 
each side, with ornamented capitals, from which spring 
pointed arches. This building is very small, and stands 
upon a considerable eminence, commanding beantifnt 
prospects over the acyoining country, the Thames* river, 
and the Kenttib shores. ' 
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0REEN9TED CHURCtt; 

EiSBX. 

This Charcb !s much celebrated for its siogiularity 
aBtiq«ity, a« far at leaftt as regardi the body of Aave, 
wbicb is entirely composed of vrOod^ tbe lidet being 
formed of tbe tnioks of thetobt t^es split or sawn asiMi* 
dcr; these arc set upright close to each otberi and tat 
Into a sill and plate | at the top they are fdsieiied with 
wooden pins: oo tbe sovtb side there are cifititeeD^ tv^tt 
of them being scfaated for door posts, from which protecH 
a porch ; on the north side twcoty-one nnhewo and tfd 
squared, besides two yacandes filled «p with ptiisttr; 
The west end Is built against by a boarded tower, from 
which rises a spire of the saaie materials 9 at the tftit 
is a chancel of brick : both sides <te strengthefted bf 
buttresses, which, with the roof, chancel, tower, and 
spire, are of a later date than the body of the Church, 
the length of which is twenty-nine feet nine inches, the 
width fourteen feet, and the height, to the junction of the 
roof, five feet six inches. 

This rough and unpolished fabric is supposed to have 
been first erected as a sort of shrine for the reception of 
the corpse of king Edmund, on |ts return from London^ 
whither it had been conveyed to Bury, in SuiTolky by 



O&BBVnSD CHVBCH. 

bishop AllwiOy to ftToid the tacriloge of the rapactov 
Torkell, the Danish chief. In m MS. cited in the Mooas- 
ticon, and intituled, " Regiitrem caenohii Saacti £d- 
mondi," is a sentence in Latin thus translated : ** This 
body was likewise entertaiaed at Aan^^, where a 
wooden chapel, erected to his memory, remains to this 
day." 

The parish of Anngfe, or Ongar, aiyoins Greensted, 
anl the ancient road from London to Bury lay through 
Old-ford, Abridge, Stapleford, Greensted, Dunraow, 
and QIare. It seems therefore not improbable, that the 
ancient part of Greensted Church was first a shrine of 
St. Edmund, and in process of time, with proper additions, 
rendered useful as parochial, as we find by Newconrt, 
that Simon Fe^ereU succeeded John Lodet as rector of 
Greensted, nearOngar, in 1388. 

Not for from the Church is Greensted Hall, a neat 
modem buildiqg. This estate was formerly included io 
the hoDonr of Glocesten 
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ilADLEIGH castle; 

This Castle waslrailt by Habert de Borgb, earl of KeDt^ 
and, together with the village of Hadteigb, was origi« 
Dally comprehended in the honour of Rayleigh, and 
belonged to Suene, being one of the fifty-five lordships in 
his possession at the time of the Doomsday Sarvey. The 
grandson of Suene^ Henry de Essex, having been dis« 
possessed of bis estates for bis cowardice in the Welch 
wars, Hadleigb was granted to Habert de Burgh by 
Henry III. who, on Habert*s disgrace, seized it, and 
In 1268 committed the custody of the Castle to Richard 
de Thany. From this period the lordship of Hadleigh 
was held of the crown, till It was granted by Edward VI« 
to Richard lord Riche, from whom it has passed to the 
Barnard family. 

Hadleigh Castle, though now In a most ruinous state, 
liearly OTergrown with weeds, exhibits some traces of its 
ancient grandeur : it is situated on the brow of a steep hill^ 
«nd 'Commands distant prospects, particularly over the 
Thames into Kent, and down the river to the Nore, The 
distant village seen in the annexed Print is Leigh, a port 
yosse s rtug • sood trade from the conrenience of its sitaa« 



RADLBIGH CA8TLB. 

tioD; the houses are ran|;ed near the rWer at the foot of 
an eminence, on the summit of which is the chorch. 

The principal portions of Hadleigh Castle now stand* 
In; are two dilapidated towers, one nt the south-east and 
the other at the north-east angle of the -area, which a 
nearly of an oval form, measurinf^ about 113 yardiia 
length and forty in width. The' walls on the north and 
south side were strengthened with buttresses. The fo- 
trance is at the north-west angle, between the remains of 
two towers i near it was formerly a deep ditch exteodio; 
along the north side of the walK 
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BAINHAM CHURCH, 

ESSEX. 

This Church is dedicated to St. He.len and St. Gileg, 
and consists of a body and two aisle^. The chancel ig 
of one space. , , 

The walk of this Church are very thick* the pillars 
square and massive ; they bear the character of great an- 
ti«|uity ; the arch, which separates the chancel froln the 
body, is semicircular^ and ornamented in the early Nor* 
man style, as is Hkewise the door, of the Church. 

This Church was given either by king Henvy II. or 
Kichard de Lucy, the founder, to the abbey of Lesnes, in 
Kent.— In king Edward Ill's, reign a chantry was founded 
here by sir John Staunton, for the good estate of Isabel, 
the king's mother, for sir John Staunton and Alice his wife, 
&c. ; it was built in the churchyard, and had a chapel there 
dedicated to All Saints. In 1391, king Richard II. gave 
licence to John Shipman and William Lucas, to endow it 
with twenty-two acres of arable land in Reynham and 
Avell, but the revenue sinking to £1 : 13 : 4 j^er annunif 
no chaplidn thought it for a long time worthy of accept- 
ance ; so Richard Fitagames, bishop of London, with con- 
sent of the patron bishop, I9ijtf. lord of the manor of 
Soutball, in Rainham^ dissolved this chantry^ October 18j 



RAIItRAII CHURCH. 

1591, eonverUnip it into a free chmpe), to be enjoyed by 
a layman, unmarried, who was to be absolved from the 
obligations of a chantry priest. This layman was en* 
joined daily to say the psalm for the soul of the founder, 
&c. and once a quarter to procure a priest to celebrate 
the exequies and mass for the dead, the possessor to be 
present, and to oflfer one 'penny at each mass, to be 
distributed by the priest, and to keep the chapel in re- 
pair. In the book of chantries, the value, after it came 
to a layman, was set down at jf 6: 10, and the first pos- 
sessor was Nicholas Lental. 

Rainham parish adjjoins north-north-west to Wen- 
nington, and is bounded on the west by the rivulet In- 
grebum, which is capable of receiving vessels hcavil> 
Viden. 
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ST. SEPULCHBE'S CHURCH, 

CAMBRIDGE, 

The proper name of this edifice is *« The Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre in the Jewry," an appellation which 
S<c»ierated the erroneous opinion that it was originally u 
Jewish synagogue ; but Mr. Essex, whose obsenrations 
on the origin and antiquity of Round Churches, with a' 
particular reference to this at Cambridge, occupies a 
considerable portion of the sixth volume of the Arched 
logia— after a most attenUve investigation of the subject 
affirms, that it wa» built by the knights templars, or by 
some persons concerned in the creisades, who took the 
chureh of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem for their mo-< 
del. << There can be no doubt," continues Mr. Essex, 
** either of the time when this Church was built, or that 
they who built it intended it should represent the churcb 
of the Resurrection or Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem ; and 
as far as can be judged of the description given of that 
church, this is^ the best copy we have of it in England % 
but a perfect resemblance must not be expected where 
the smallness of one compared to the other would make 
an exact imitation no better than a large model, which 
could be of no use but to amuse the curious."—" It will 
be easier/' observes our author, ii| another past of his 
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haqahey, *' to itcerUin the age than the founder of it ;" 
and aftcrwardt exprettethb decided opiniony drawn firom 
the ooniider«tion of the original Mlda«, that it was 
•rected in the leign of Henry I. or between the first and 
•eeond croiaade, and la the oldest chnreh ci the kind in 
Bngland. The round form of this Church exotes carl* 
osifyy aiUioagh its prlmaiy shape has been ha aone de* 
gree affscted by sobse^ent buHdingSy and* In its present 
state, mppears under many disadYantages. ** H ia cvi- 
dentiy," says the gentleilian above «pioted, '' a rtoiy 
highor than its original arehitetei intended it should be. 
This alteration was made in the reign of Edward il« 
lor tiie reception of beHs, when the windows were also 
sfttered, the chancel added, and tlie omasaents abowttlie 
doer delkced, and pai^ hid by a wooden portal." The 
interior of the most ahieient part of tlus building la eom- 
l^etely circular, with a peristHe of eiglit round pillars of 
great magnitude, and far greater solidity than could lie 
necessary to support the oonksid roof with wliich it was 
originally fomiifaed. Hie receding arch Over tbe west 
door is oftemented in the usual style of the early Korman 
architecture. This enti^anee was probably the only one 
when the Churdi was first built, hut the orcular area is 
now thrown open to the chancel. The piUars of tlie up- 
per portsco were f ormeily hidden liy a projecting galleiy, 
hut this has lieen lately removed^ and the inaide of the 
fabric repaired and whitewashed. 

Who wafc the posmiors oi tfds dnifeli for some 
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period iprior to the dBiiohitioii of the luilglilf tempkniii 
the year I81S is unknown ; but a hm yean after th^ 
event tiie advowson appeaa to have belonged to Bam* 
well prioiy, in which the presentation continued till t|ie 
suppreisioa of religions houses in tiie reigns of Henry 
VIII.; it is now in the gift of the bishop of Ely. 

In the parish of St. Sepulchre's was formerly an an- 
cient structure called Bedels ffonsOy wherein some per- 
sons have supposed tliat the venerable Bede lived and stu- 
died* ** But,^^ says Mr. Gough, in his addition to Cam- 
den, ** besides the improbability that a common dwelling- 
house bi:dlt in the seventh century should be standing in 
the siateetttli,and the uncertainty whether Bede ever lived 
at Cambridge ; it is most likely tha|t it wss erected for 
the reception of the beadsmen> whose office was to pray 
for those who were engaged in the wars for recovering 
the Holy Land from the Saracens, and therefore not im- 
properly called the Beads' House, which nai)M it might 
retain some centuries after the use of it was forgotten, 
and the Bead's House would then be easily mistaken for 
Bede's House/* 

Not far from the round Church is the conduit, erected 
in the year LU4, at the diaige of Thomas Hobson, the 
celebrated carrier, who rendered himself particularly fa- 
mous by furnishing the students of the university with 
horses, and making it an unalterable rule, that every 
horM should have an equal share of rest and fatigue ; he 
-would never let one out of his tttr&««*from whence the 
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vr. tvoicaBB't-mumea. 

pifibUI Myiofy ** Hobfon't €lioiee» iMtor ncMie." The 
fmtett gtnius eould not hav* taken a more cffMtiial 
way to tmiMnit hii memory to a giatefnl poiteritgr, thu 
by erectiof the aqneduct and conduit. 

The followini^ whimeieal epilap li was writtea by liU- 
ton, on the death of Hobeont 

Hef« lice old Hobeon ; Death bath bioke hU e^ 
And here, alae ! hath Ittd him in the dirt ; 
Or else the wayi beinj^ foul, twenty to one, 
He'e here stuck in a Bk>u{^hy and overthrown. 
'Twaa Mich a tliiftery that if truth were lunown. 
Death wai haif glad when be had got him down ; 
For lie hady many time, this ten year full, 
Dodg'd with him betwixt Cambridge and ITU BulL 
And surely Death could never have prevail'd 
Had not his weekly course of carriage fail'd ; 
But lately finding him so long at home. 
And thinking now his journey's end waaeome, 
. And that he had ta'en up his latest inn 
In the kind office of a chamberlin, 
ShowM him his room where he must lodge that nighty 
Puird off his boots, and took away the light : 
If any ask for him, it shall be sed, 
** Hobson has supt, and 's newly gone to bed.*' 
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STONE FONT, AND ENTRANCE TO ' 
ST. PETER'S CHURCH, 

KIJMSRIDOE. 

Tax Churcb of St; Peter's; commonly called St. Peter's 
on the HiU and St. Giles's Church, are consolidated into 
one benefit, but the parishes aie consideted as distinct. 
These churches stand at the north «nd of the town of 
Cambridge, and are of considerable antiquity. St. Peter's 
is very small ; its interior is extsemely plain and -devoid 
of interest, and contains nothing worthy of notice, ex« 
-eepting its Stone Font, which is perhaps as gpreat a curi« 
osity of the kind as any in this kingdom. It is eyidenUy 
of a very -early date, most probably coeval with the most 
ancient parts of the building itself, which, from its south 
entrance, appears to h^ve been erected soon after the 
Korman conquest. The form of the arch is circular, 
without ornament ; the pillars which support the arches 
are very slender for their height, and have capitals which 
are a faint imitation of the Ionic. The present eleva- 
tion of the Font is about three feet four inches; the 
basin is of sufficient size for immersing the infant in- 
tended for baptism. At «ach comer of the Font are 
figures, in some respects repr^enting mermen or mer- 
maids, having each two tails ; they are encirled round the 
loinsiwith an ornamented belt, and with hands, each em- 



STOMB POWTf AMD SlInUUICB Tft fTa ffftTCft S CHIIMM* 

bnwliif one of the tails. The border of the lionii lias n 
Indented seolptvfe^ bnt ■veh mulflailsd* Tlw shaft on 
wbieh the Font b ekvafcsd is a ftnted piUat^pfssenting four 
flpontSy its capital beinfasenes ol'sendditiilar oioiildisgi* 
fradually pn^ectinc and smnonntBd by one broad band, 
on wbieh the basin vests. 

«nis VSfy cttfibns rdicof anti^^iity hadinoty ^nevi* 
ewly tn toe pment a nneieu Ffate^ been intrauiioed to 
fhe nouce oi the bntwpniristn woridy tiHthe^ hasnnyifctep* 
ttonbeen|n]dtoHbyanybllsterianof CsBbri4ge» witb 
^*hose writinst tfaeBditOfiitadPkopiietonof tlR:ftafcto 
ScH^pidi we nd^purinML 



THE NSW YORK 
PUBLICLI;:'nARY 



^BTOn, LENOX \K0 

TIL3EN Fou:oAri.'jN8. 






*1*. 



i 



i 



J 



BASSO-RELIEVO ON A ROMAN BRICK, 

AT 

CAMBRIDGE. 

Mr. £. W. BRAYiiEY, whose talent for researches of 
this nature is too well known to need any eulogiuui from 
us, has obligingly communicated the subjoined remarks 
upon this curious antiques 



"** The Roman City or Station at Camliridge stood on the nortli- 
"west side of the rivfir Cam, and occupied about thirty acres of ground 
of an irregular figure. Ilie ramparts are yet discoverable in several 
places, but the surrounding ditches are almost obliterated, excepting 
at the northern extremity, where they skirt the bastions made in 
Cromweirs time. That part of the Roman agger, which is included 
iu the garden of Magdalen college, is in very excellent preservation, 
and has been converted into a fine ten ace for the exercise of the fel- 
lows. The county gaol, which stands upon the site of the Norman 
cistle, the two churches of St. Giles and St. Peter, and most of the 
buildings that form the north-west coi ner of tlie present town, are 
included within the space occupied by the ancient works. 

" Numerous Roman coins, rings, paters, urns, &c. have been 
^ug up liere ; and, according to the tradition which accompanies the 
subject of this article, the Roman Bricky that also must have been 
iiiet with within this station ; for it is stated to have been found 
among Uie ruins of a temple dedicated to Diana, on the foundations 
of which the present church of St. Peter is supposed to have been 
erected. The Brick itself, which is six inches long and four wide, is 
at this time incorporated in the wall of a dwelling-house opposite to 
the south side of the church, snd it occupies a central position over 
the parlour window. The figures are raised between a quarter and 
half an inch, and have been surrounded by a projecting border, now 
mostly chipped or broken off, as may be seea by the Engraving. 



DABSO-RELIIVO OH ▲ ROMAN BRICK. 

" Several yean have elapsed since I was at Cambridge, and I 
«annot at this period undertake to say, whether the substance of 
which tlie Brick is made be the same as that employed in the compo- 
sition of the Roman tile or not : if it be really of a kindred quatilv, 
this antique (for ancient it certainly is) must be regarded as a most 
valuable one. Tlie immediate subject of the representation is very 
obvious ; though the particular history it was intended to comme- 
morate is probably beyond the reach of conjecture. 

*' The two men who form the middle figures of the grouj>» and 
who are bound together with thongs ore evidently British Captives, 
wearing the Scotch Bonnet on their heads, the Sootch Plaid on 
their bodies, and the Scotch Fliilibeg for breeches. Those who havf 
them in custody are as evid4>ntly Roman Soldiers acting in a roili- 
tary capacity, and leading the unfortunate captives either to execo- 
lion or to prison. This is strikingly marked by the two foremost 
figures, tlie attitude of the Roman being expressive of the exertion 
of a strong degree of muscular force ; whilst that of the prisoner, 
whom he is dragging along, exhibits a tardy and reluctant gait, min- 
gled with an attempt to excite pity or commiseratiouy the palms of 
his hands being both expanded. 

** In liorsley's ' Britannia Romana! Scotland, No. ITT. is an 
'engraving of a stone, representing three captives, all with their hands 
bound behind them, two with the Scotch dirk, and the third witli tlie 
very bonnet which is so decidedly exhibited on the heads of the cap- 
tives in the Basso-Rclievo, Yet tliis sculpture is so very faiut, and 
so very uncircumstantial, that though it has hitherto been considered 
as a valuable illustration of British Weapons and British Drctscs, 
from the hands of the Romans, it must now be regarded as intinitely 
inferior to the representation before us. Besides its extreme rude- 
ness, it has not the least intimation of the plaided drapery of tlif 
Britons, which is so particularly observable in the Roman Brick, and 
which is so particularly noticed by Dion Cassius, when he speaks of 
'Boadicea's dress on the memorable day when she harangued the con- 
federated tribes. * She wore,' h« says, ' va/a vrouUKofy'* a robe 
marked with various colours. Tt can hardly be affirmed, however, 
that the plaided drapery formed a distinctive feature of the British 
dress, as stained garments are mentioned by different writers as 
being in use among the Gauls and other barbarous nations.'* 
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THE MAIIKET CROSS, &c. IPSWICH, 

SUFFOLK. 

The town of Ipswicb, the capital of the county of Snf- 
folky derives its name from its situation, at the place 
where the river Gipping discharges itself into the Orwell, 
and is of ancient origin, being noticed in doomsday book ; 
and appears to have been a town of some consequence 
during the Anglo Saxon dynasty, as it was fortified witii 
a vallum and foss when the Danes made their depieda- 
tbry incursions into this part of the island, which were 
broken down twice, when they pillaged the town in 991 
and 1000. The fortifications were afterwards renewed 
and repaired in the fifth year of the reign of king John^ 
The town had formerly four ^tes, called from their si- 
tuation after the four points of the compass, and fronn 
them were named the four Jeets or wards into which the 
place was divided ; there was likewise a fifth gate, which 
stood on the banks of the Orwell, at the spot where once 
was a ford across the river ; not the least remains of 
these gates are now standing, and the rampart is nearly 
levelled with- the ground. Of the castle, no vestige it 
left, either to prove its site or define its character ; all 
that is known concerning it is, that it was destroyed by 
Henry II. about the year UT0. 
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tMB MAEKBT CBOtS, &e. IPSWICH. 

The pciTilegeff of the corpontion are very extennve* 
M they had levenl charters granted them by saccee^as 
ttonarchi. It has sent twa members to parliament ainoe 
the twenty-fifth year of Heniy VI. who are elected bjr 
the burgesses at large. The principal officers in the cor- 
poration at present are, two- bailtfby a high steward, a 
recorderi twelve portmen, of whom four are jostices of 
tiie peace, a town clerk, twenty-four chief constables, 
two of whom are coroners, and the twelve seniors are 
headboroughs, a treasurer, and two chamberlains, to 
eollect the revenues of tiie town. The corporaUon has 
also ten livery servants, consisting of four aeijeanta at 
mace, two beadles, a common crier, a water bailiff, a 
gaoler, and a bridewell keeper. 

Ipswich formerly possessed many remains of antiqui' 
ty, but they are nearly all destroyed by modem innovs'* 
tions^ nothing remaining worthy of notice, except the 
town hall, and Wolsey's gate, of which representations 
are now given, and a small part of the church of the 
Grey Friars monastery. The most interesting relic to 
the antiquarian, the beautiful Market Cross, an oma« 
nent to the town, and the admiration of strangers, has 
lately fallen a prey to the ruthless hand of modemiaers ) 
having been taken down at the commencement of the 
present year 1812. It was an octagon, twenty-seven 
foet diameter, and about fifty feet in height to the top of 
the figure. The present View shews the east side of the 
cross, and the north front of the town hall, wUeh is 
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vouidered the most anctent building in the town. iHt 
what time it was erected is unoertun $ before it was used 
as a ^aildhall it was the parochial charch of St. Mildred, 
And it appears to have continued so for near two hundred 
years* In 1199, it was impropriated to the priory of St. 
Peter's : there are three rooms under it, which are now let 
as warehouses. Adjoining the hall is a spacious council- 
chamber, and under it are the kitchens formerly used at 
the feasts of the merchants guild, &c. Some years ago a 
piece of the plastering: in the middle of the front near 
the top fell down, and discovered a stone, on which were 
the arras of Eng^land and France quartered, muchdefaced 
by time $ a board has been put over it of the same shape, 
with the arms painted upon it, at the private expense of 
Henry Seekamp, esq. one of the portmen. 

Cardinal Wolsey, having obtained bulls from the 
|>ope and letters patent from the king for that pur- 
pose, founded here a college for a dean, twelve secular 
canons, eight clerks, and eight choristers, to the honour 
of the Virgin Mary, together with a grammar school, 
which he intended as a nursery f6r his great college at 
Oxford. The first stone was laid with great solemnity 
by the bishop of Lincoln, on which occasion a grand pro- 
cession was made through the town from the college to 
the church of Our Lady. Bat this noble foundation was 
scarcely completed before the disgrace of the cardinal, 
when this building with its site, containing by estimation 
About six acres, was granted by Henry VIII. to Thomas 
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Alverde. No part of this college is now fem^ning except 
the gkUs here represented, which stands adjoinins to 
the east end of St. Peter's churchyard, the rest has been 
long demolished, even to the very foundation stone, which 
was found in two pieces worked up in a common waH 
In Woulform's Lane, with a Latin inscription to this ef- 
fect: ** In the year of Christ 1588, and the twentieth 
of Henry Vf II. Icing of England, on the 15th June, laid 
by John, bishop of Lincoln." This was John Longland, 
who likewise laid the foundation stone of Wolsey's col- 
lege at Oxford, where this stone is now preserved. This 
gate, excepting a square stone tablet, on which is carved 
the arms of king Henry VIII. is entirely of brick, worked 
into niches, flowers, and other decorations, according 
to the manner of that time i it formerly had wreathed 
pinnacles, but being much ont of tbe perpendicular, aiid 
inclining considerably towards the street, they were takea 
down some years since to prevent their falling. Grose in 
bis Antiquities conjectures from the arms of king Heniy 
being placed upon it, that this was the chief gate or en- 
trance to the college, which appears doubtful from the 
smallness of its dimensions; being only about twelve 
feet wide, and twenty feet high ; but whether it was or 
not, is now very lUfficult to be ascertained. 
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THS ABB£Y GATE AND CHURCH GATB, 
ST. EDMUND'S BURY, 

SUFFOLK. 

St. Edmund's Bury was originally called Bedricsworthe» 
si^ifying, accordisf to Camden, a place full of happiness 
and favor. The first religious foundation here was esta« 
blished by Sigebert, king of the East Angles, who, aecor- 
ding to Tanner, about Uieyear 0S3 relinquished his crown, 
took upon him a religious life, and built a church, which 
be dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. In this church 
king Edmund, the last of the East Anglian kings, was 
crowned, as appears by an ancient manuscript^ quoted in 
the description of Bury, and being massacred by the Danes 
under Henger and Hubba, was also here interred in the 
year 903. On the body of St. Edmund being deposited 
at this place its name was changed to Eadmonstow, or 
St. Edmond's Bury, and several secular priests settling 
here built a new church to the^honour of the royal martyr; 
at first there were but seven or eight in number, but they 
increased in a few years to nineteen ; namely, fourteen 
priests and five deacons all having their several prebends, 
and became a perfect college about the year 985, when 
king Ethelstan is said to have heen their founder. 

St. Edmund's Bury being famous for its church and 
riches^ SweiD, the Panish king, when ravaging the 
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nsif hbourinff couutiy, required a luge sum to deter him 
ffem baming tile church and tewo, nhich the peo^ 
neg^lectiiis or reAulns to pay* he^ in his A&ry, had them 
hoth destroyed by fire: for which, according to the 
monicish lec^nds, he was shortly after severely punished. 
For being in the midst, of his followers, he suddenly ei- 
elaimed he was smitten by St. Edmund with a sword, 
and languishing three days in great torment of body and 
mind, he eapired. 

Canute his son, who succeeded to the crown, ac- 
cording to the same authority, being terrified by a vision 
•f St. Edmund to expiate his father's crimes, rebuilt the 
church, and restored the town to greater splendour than 
it ever before possessed, cKchanging the seculars for 
monks of the order of St. Benedict, brought from Hulm, 
in Norfolk. It was then rebuilt in lOSO, and made, as 
Leland says, a royal abbey, Canute offering up his crown 
at St. Edmund's Ihrine. The conventual church was 
consecrated on St. Luke's day, A. D. lOSS, by Agelno- 
thos, archbishop of Canterbury, in honour of Christ, his 
Virgin mother, and St. Edmund. This Abbey was so 
bountifully endowed both by king Edmund and other 
benefactor^, with estates, royalties, and immunities, 
that it became inferior to few in revenues, and to none 
in Eng^land as to situation, elegance of building, ec> 
clesiastical exemptions, or civil franchises and liberties. 
Aldwinus, bishop of the East Angles, is said by some to 
be the builder of this new churchy but by this probably 
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no more h meant than that he was the overseer-of the work, 
Canute furnishing the money for the bnildinf^. Among 
0ther privileges granted was this, that the townsmen a^d 
aUl within a'mile 'round about the Town should be subject 
to the abbot -and convent) so that by their steward they 
imposed an oath upon the aldermea^t their entrance 
into office, that they should maintain and uphold the 
peace of the borough, and in nothing damage or hurt the 
abbot or convent in any of their rights and privileges. 

Notwithstanding this oath, the monks and towns- 
men were often at variance, when the latter destroyed 
and pluridered the "property of the convent, particularly 
in the year 1391, the first of £dward III. when the kiha- 
bitants of the town, under the conduct of Richard Dray- 
ton, Robert Foxton, and others, broke down the gates, 
doors, and windows of the monastery, wounded the 
monks and their servants, broke open their chests, plun- 
dered them of vast quantities of plate, books, vestments, 
and other things, besides ;^500 in money ; carried away 
charters, writings, and muniments ; and moreover 
obliged Peter Clopton, the prior, to seal a bond, wherein 
the abbot and convent became bound to Oliver Keinp, 
and othecB therein named, in the sum of j^lO,000, at 
the same time releasing the said Oliver and bis compa- 
nions concerning this outrage, from all actions and de- 
mands whatsoever. And shortly after the same persons 
Uroke again into the Abbey, and seized the abbot, and 
^divers of the monks, keeping them pritoners until they 
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^•d MtM ctitain wiiCiofs, unooff which was a Gutter 
eontaiiiini^ ft gitnt of the tofwa of Buiy to be a corpon- 
tkm of UwHMelvct, and to have a ooaunon eeal, with a 
•guild of merchants and alde wneu » as also to have the 
ewtodj of the town gates« and the wardship of all tlie 
ynpils and orphans. They lilcewise burned and puUed 
-down the houses and bams hdonging to the Abbey, aad 
eomnitted many other freat ontrages against Uie abbot 
aad his monks. 

The king being informed of these disovderiy directed 
a eommission to Thomas, earl of Norfolk^ Thomas Bar- 
dolfy and others, authorising them to apprehend and 
punish the ofllBnders ; but they indicting the rioters for 
a trespsss only, eontrary to what the Justices had done, 
who had indicted them for felony, the king sent down four 
of his Judges, who sitting in this town proceeded on the 
indictment for felony, Xbe jury linding them guilty-^ 
nineteen were executed, divers others fled, and return- 
ing, were heavily fined ; one was pressed to death be- 
cause he refused to plead; and the town was fined 
j(80,000, but 2000 marks only was accepted; also all 
the grants extorted from the abbot were made void. 

in the valuation of this house in the twenty^xth 
year of Henry VIII. its yearly value was computed, ac- 
cording to Dugdale, at jflfidO: 1S:11, according to 
Speed, at jgSSS6:'l«. The site was granted in the se- 
cond year of Elizabeth to John Eye, and is at present 
the property of the l>aveiB' family. 
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THE ABBBY OATB AND CHURCH GATE^'ST* BBM(IND*^S BQav« 

St. Edmund's Bury participated with Runimede iu 
the honour of having early witnessed the chartered lihei^ 
tics of Great Britain, rescued from the grasp of arbitrary 
and unconstitutional power, and of assisting the mild 
and equitable laws of Alfred and Edward, to vindicate 
their authority, and temper the austerity of Norman vie* 
ience. 

On king John's return from Poictou iu the year 
1814, a large body of nobles and inferior clergy met him 
at Bury, and compelled him most solemnly to promise 
that he would abrogate the arbitrary Norman laws, and 
re-establish those of Edward the Confessor. 

This august assembly met in the monasterial Church 
of St. Edmund ; and cardinal Langton, archbishop of 
Canterbury, produced and placed on the high altar the 
charter of Henry I. the basis of Magna Charta, the glo- 
rious bulwark of the liberties and ha|>piness of these 
realms. His majesty, with the utmost solemnity, then 
ratified and confirmed this celebrated deed, and bound, 
himself under the sanction of a public oath, to rcgulate 
the administration of his government by the enactments- 
it established. The prelate and nobles also swore to 
maintain with thdr fortunes and their lives the authority 
of this supreme law, and a denunciation of awfiil impre- 
cations upon the violaters of it, concluded the solemn 
ceremony. 

There are but comparatively snuiU remains of the 
splendid Abbey of St, Edmund. There were formerly 



THr ABBBY OitTE AND CHt7RCH GATE, ST. BBMUND*8 BURT 

four pnmd gfttn for entrances to it ; its lofty embattled 
walls enclosed the body of the monastery, the abbot's 
palace, court-yard, garden, olBces, &c. The chapter* 
house, towers, ambulatories, infinnftries, and offices of aU 
kinds, the splendid monasterial church, extensive ceme- 
teiy, three smaller churches, and several chapels.— 
Without the circuit of the walls many hospitals, chapels, 
and other religious edifices, under the- patronage and 
protection of the monks, and depending on them for 
support, added much to the general grandeur of this 
magnificent establishment. 

The Gateway now remaining was the grand western 
entrance of the monastery, and opened into the great 
court*yard in front of the abbot's palace. If the other 
portions of the Abbey corresponded (and we have reason 
to believe they did) with this splendid portal, its present 
appearance must lead us to form an exalted idea of the 
former grandeur of the whole, an idea that cannot be 
contemplated without awakening sentiments of regret, 
that such stately memorials of the piety, liberality, and 
taste of past ages were not permitted longer to enrich 
and adorn the ccmntry. 

The west front of the Church Gate presents a fine 
specimen of the early Nofman anchitecture ; the arches 
are 'semicircular and gf^nerally plain. On each side of the 
entrance they intersect each other ; below the intc^ 
Mcting arches are sculptures considerably dilapidated. 
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CLARE CASTtE, AND PBIORY, 

SUFFOLK. 

Though no auihentie hSstoiy of the nearly ruined Castle 
of Clare can be collected, there is little doubt but that it 
was -foiiilt about the time that the castle of Hedinghaniy 
in Essex, was founded, that is, soon after the Saxon 
heptarchy. It has been in its present ruinous state 
from time immemorial, and it appears that its history 
was very imperfectly; if not altogether, unknown to 
Cambden, who says nothing about it; but he observes, 
** the town of Clare gave name* to the noble' fslmily of 
Clares, who were descendents of Guthbert, a Norman." 
It is situated on a hill, on the south side of the town» 
having nothing of its original strength and magnificence 
remaining. A part of the wall, forming a passage up 
to it, still exists, but so long a period has elapsed 
since its foundation, and so little attention has been 
paid to preserve it from the ravages of time, that in a 
few generations it must unavoidably sink into utter de- 
cay, and nothing more of it be seen than a small por- 
tion of the stones of which it was built. Surrounded 
with verdure, it still forms a striking object 6f beauty 
to the lover of anti(|nity, who will often regret that 

E 



CLARB GASTLB, AMD PBIOEY. 

no care has been taken nor an^ laboor bestowed to 
preserve its fra|;ments from falling into decay. 

N^ the Castle stands Clitfe Prioiy, a. l|oi^ of 
Aui^ustine friars, founded about the year 1948. Its 
foundation may be traced from some whimsical lines, 
which were copied from an ancient roll which formerly 
fae^Dfed to Auff. Vincent. Th^ tines aye in diaiogne, 
^d the pictures of the secular pnest and friar ai« eorl- 
oiis^ worked on the roll of parchment. The titfe of 
like roll, which is printed or written i^ red letti^«» is sa 
follows : 

'^ This dialof^ betwU a secular askypg, and & fesxe 
aqswerinff at tl^ grave of dame Joban of A<sns# 
shewith the Uneall descent of the loffdis of tiie 
honoure of Ckgne from the tyme oi the fundatiton 
of the freerls in the same honoure, the yerc of 
our Lord M^cciUviii unto the tot of May> the 
yere Af .cccolx. 

Q, What mail lyejbh here sey me sir Feeve? 

A« NoB^n.-— Q. What ellM— -A, It is a won^asr* 

Q. Whose d^ughtir she was I wold lefe here— 

Afi I wo|l you tell sir liche as I can> 

Hlog Edward the furst afturthe Concpiest began, 
As I have lernyd was hir ladir 
And of Spayn borne was hip modir. 



S« Whtt iMt ttt mono?--^ I>a»e Johiii she bight 
Of iidri»H^ Wh^) to deelarld wold be r 

A. ** For there she sey fiirst this worlds lights 
Bdvtf of bir modiry ra Chuomclea tielte me" 
Wbenfose ki honowre^ O Vineent of die 
To whoiti b)i« bad sioguUr eJrec«iouii> 
This CaavpA ibe made iti purederOutioun. 

Q. Was-sbe ong^it wdddid to ony wigbt ? 

A* y«ef»«Str-^. To whoift ? Yf I shbld not lye 
To Gilbert of GUre, tbe Erie by rif bt 
Of GlovceetifM3-Wfao8 Son washe?— A.Sotheley 
ko, alhe^OUbert2s— 3. ThklGiafeiaDi^ 
I desyre to ]|jM>we^ wberefove^telle me 
Who wt« bil fadtr^ if it plese the? 

A. Tlib Gitbertis f^ic^ wa$ that iiobto knlgbt 
SirlUebard of 01»e: to sc^r aU and &aia 
Whioh fi»r FreHa-love thail GUea higbt» 
And bis book depkl, '< IDe Regtinine principum ;" 
Made foTst Frtfe Ati^usftines to laglonde cum, 
Thei^in to du^ie^ and for that dede, 
Jn hevBtt God gramatfe h^m j#ye to jaede — 

fi. But letarally who wa* ti^Ue nie, 

lUs Bicbardb wiff whom thou pfeeisftit so? 

A. The Couatis of HeriCerdaiid MacOd hifbt she, 
Whifilir whan deth the kaotte had uadoo 
Of temporal spousaile, betwixt hem twoo. 

b2 



CLABB CAtTLBi AMD FRlORt. 

With diven jMredi enereiid our fandatioQii, 
liehe at our moaxuantnty^ make dedarataonii. 

Q. Of the funt Gilbert who wu the Wyff? 

A. Dame Mauld» a Ladye fill honourable 
Borne of the Ulsten as she with lyff 
Hir Armet of gUs in the Eat gabky 
And for to God thei wolda ben acceptable 
Hir Ix>rd and she with an holy entente 
Made up our Chirche fro the fundament— 
Now to Dame Johan turne we ageyn 
Latter Gilbertis Wyff, as to fome seyd is 
Which lyeth here— Q. Was she baiyn ? 

A. Nay Sif— Sey me what fniite was this ? 
A brawnshe of ri^ht grete joye I wis^^ 

Q. Man or Woman ?— A. A Lady bright ; 

Q. What was hir Name->A. Elisabeth she hif^ht. 

Q. Who was hir husband— A. Sir John of Bur^, 
Eire of the Ulstris ; so conjo3med be 
Ulstris Armes and Gloucestris thurg^h and thui]^h, 
As shewith our WyndoWtes in housis there. 
Dortour, chapiter hous, and Fraitour, which she 
Madeoute of the ground, both plauncher and wal— 

Q. And who the rofe ?— A. She alone did al-— 

Q. Had she ony Issue—A. Yea Sir sikerly 

Q. What?— a doughtep— Q. What name had 'she? 

A. Liche hir Modir Elisabeth sothely— 



CLARE CASTLE, AND PRIORY^ 

Q. Wbo evir the husbonde of hir might be^ 

A. King Edwards Son the third was he> 
Sir Lionel, which buried is hir by. 
As for such a Prince too sympilly— 

Q. Left he onye fruite this Prince mightie? 

A. Yea Sir» a doughtour and Philip she hight> 
Whom Sir Edmond Mortimer weddid truly. 
First Erie of the Marche, a manly knight, 
Whos Son Sir Roger by title of right, 
Leite heire another Edmonde ageyn : 
Edmonde lefte noone but deid bareyn^- 

Right thus did cese of the Marchis blode 
The heire male — Q. Whider passid the right 
Of the Marchis Londis ? and in whome it stode 
I wold fayne lerne, if that I might. 

A. Sir Roger myddil Erie that noble knight 
Tweyn doughtris lefte of his blode roial ; 
That ones issue deide, that otheris hath al. 

Q. What bight that Lady whose issue had grase 
This Lordeschip to atteyne— A. Pame Ann I wys 
To the Erie of Cambridgge and she Wyff was— 
Which both be dede, God graunte hem blys— 
But hir Son Richard which yet livith, ys 
Duke of Yorke by discent of his fadir. 
And hath Marchis londis by right of his modir-^ 

Q. Is he sole or maried this Prynce mighty ? 

A. Sole : God forbede it were grete pite*« 



CLAM CAWnXf Aim tKHmv, 

Q. Who lutth he wedded? — A. A ^raeious La^.. 

Q. WbaC is hir name I the prey trile me ? 

A. Dame Cicile Sir— {J* Whos dougfatef was she ? 

A. Of the Erie of Westmorelonde I trowe the yengest,. 
And yet grase her fortuned to be the hyest 

Q, Is ther ony fruite betwiz hem twoo ? 

A. Yea Sir, thonks be God fnl glortons— 

Q. Male or female ? — ^A. Yea Sir bothe twoo— 

Q. The nombir of this progeny gracious 
And the names to know I am desyrons, 
Tbe ordere eke of byrth telle yf thou kan> 
And I will evir be even thyn owen man ? 

A. Sir aftir the tyme of long bareynes 

God first sent Anne which signyfyeth grase. 
In token that al her hertis heT3me8, 
He, as for bareynes wold from hem chase. 
Harry, Edward and Edmond ech in his plase 
Succedid, and aftir tweyn doughtris cam 
Elisabeth and Margarete, and afterwards William. 

John aftir William nexte borne was 
Which he passid to goddis Grase. 
George was nexte, and aftir Thomas 
Borne was ; which sone aftir did pase 
By the path of deth ; to the hevenly plase — 
Richard liveth yit, but the last of all 
Was Ursula to hym whom God liste calle. 
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CLAEB CMgfUL, ANB PBIORY* 

T« 1k» Duke of ]SKoeili« ikaw Bftaikd U 
In hir tendre youtiiie : but my liord Herry 
God choien hath to enherite hev^n blisy 
And kite Edward to succede temporally 
NowErle of MarcfaeandEdmond of Rutlondsothely 
€onute9 hith foitanabil to right hygh manage. 
The othir fonre stond yit in their pupillage. 

lionge mote he liven to goddis pleasatcnce» 
This hygh and myghty Prynee m prosperi^e 
With vertue^ and vyctory god him avatince 
Of al hys £nemye$, and graunte that he 
And the noble I^rinoes his Wyff may see 
Hir childies children or thei hens wende 
And afltir thia Outelary the joye that never ihal 
ende. 

Amen. 

The above is an exact copy from the original roll in 
English, most of which is written in the old English 
letter. There is a Latin roll of the same annexed to it> 
vrhichy on account of the length, cannot be inserted. 

In this Priory church , which is now used as a 
barn, lies buried Joan of Acres. She was the second 
daughter of king Edward I. by queen Eleanor, and born 
in the first year of her father's reign at Ptolomais, a 
city in the Holy Land, commonly called Acres, where 
her mother remained during the wars that Edward J. 



CLAftS CAffTLB, AND PR10ftY« 

liad with the Saracens. At the age (^eighteen she 
icarriedy and outliviDg her first husband mentioned in 
the roily married again to Ralph de Monte>-hermery who 
had been her former husband's servant. She died at 
her manor of Clare, on the 10th of May, A. D. 1306. 
Here likewise was interred the body of Edward Mount- 
hermer, the eldest son of Ralph Mount-hermer and 
Joan of Acres. Having obtained the king's favour, he 
had the title of earl of Gloucester and Hertford be- 
stowed upon him. 

Itionell, or Leonell, duke of Clarence and earl of 
Ulster in Ireland, was also buried in the chancel of this 
Priory church, together with his first wife Elisabeth, 
who was daughter and heiress of William de Burgh, 
earl of Ulster, as it appears from the roll before-men- 
tioned. Elisabeth died A. D. 1363. Lionell was the 
third son of Edward III. 

" In All the World was then no Prince hym lihe 

Of hie stature and of all semelinesse 

Above All men within his hole k3mgrihe 

By the Shulders, he might be seen doutlesse ; 

As a Mayde in halle of gentillnesse 

And in All places sonne to Retorike, 

And in the field a Lyon marmoreke." 

Not long after the death of his first wife, Elizabeth, 
he married Violenta, the sister of John Galeas, duke oi 



<LARB CASTLE, AND PAlORY. 

Milan, with wbom ho received a large iiiarriaf;e portion* 
The manner in which this marriage was celebrated 
deserves particular notice. — Attended by a great com- 
pany of English nobility, he went over to Milan, where 
the wedding was celebrated in such a sumptuous w<iy as 
has perhaps never been exceeded; but as Stow makes 
mention of it in his Annals, his account of it is given 
after the following lines, by an unknown author, which 
oommemorate the event. 

The 'Kyng his sonne sir Leonell create 

Duke of Clarence, and to Melayn him sent 

With Chevalrie of Fame well ordinate. 

And squyers fresh, gaJaunt and sufficient 

With Officers and Yomen as appent— • 

This Duke royall of Clarence excellent. 

At Melayne wedded was then in royall wise 

With that Lady fair and benevolent 

Full royally, as to such a Prince should suffice. 

And all the rule he had byCouncell wise 

From Mount Godard, unto the Citee of Florence 

And well beloved was for his sapience—- 

In Citees all he held well unitees 

Greate Justes ay and Joyous tournements 

Of Lords an Knights, he made great assemblees 

Through all the lande, by his wise regimentes. 

They purposed hole by their eommc»i assentea 



To ciovlm bim KyOf «f «U ffeat ItiBfy» 
Withiii half « yearey for Us good fowmoly-wi 

" hktSkit noBtb of April liooeU duke of ClueiMey 
a dKMoa eonpmj of Eaglith nobUity, went to- 
wittdi MelU&ne^ tbere to BMuny VioleiiU» the dM^^fater 
of Gftteeiui the Moond of that iiuae» d«ko of AiUa^ 
«t whon arrival aiieh atiuikdanee of treaaave mm m a 
moit bounteous manner spent in nuduny most aumptor 
ous feasts, setting forth stately sights, and honouring 
with rare gifts above two hundred Englishmen wko ac- 
companied bis son-iA-law, as it seemed to surpasse the 
greatnesse of most wealthie Princes ; for ia the banquet 
whereat Franeis Petrardi was present amongst the chief- 
eit guests, there were above tUrtie counes of aervice 
at the table, and betwixt every course; as many pre- 
sents of wondrous price intermixed, all which John Ga- 
leacius, chiefe of the chosen youth, bringing to the 
table, did offer unto Lionell. There were in one only 
course seventy goodly hcjpses, adorned with silk and 
silver fumltttfe, and in the other silver vessels, falcons, 
hounds, armour for horses, costly coats of mayle, breast- 
plates glutering of maaste steel, helmets and corselets 
deched with costly crestes, apparell distinct with costly 
jewels, soukHers girdles; and. lastly, certaine gemmes, 
by curious art set in gold, and of purple, and <doth of 
gold for mens apparel in great abundance. Such was 
the sumptuousnesse of this banquet that the meats w 



fragflMMbi mAMk were rbiQui^t froin the table would' 
sufficiently 4uwt senmd tea thoufiand nen. But not 
long after^ tidnell, Btttng wttih hu new wife^ whilst 
after the jmmn«r of hie own coiuitiy, as fofgetting or 
not regarding his change of a^xse^ addicted himself oyer- 
nnoh to lantiiiielgr 'banqustiags. Sfient and consnmed 
with a lingeriag sickncsae, he died at Alba Ponpeia^ 
called also Languvill, in the marquisate of Mont-ferrat, 
in fiedmonty on tte vigil of St. Lake the Evangelist^ 
A« D. ISOSv in the 48d year of his lather's laigne. 
Cambden^ in hit Annah ^f feelaady sagps* that LioneU 
was buried in the city of Papiy^ hard by St. Augustine 
the Daeter. ife also sagrs that his bones were removed, 
being brought ever to England and entered a second 
tiaae art; Chre, in the oonvent ohvxch of Augastine 
Friers." 

Note. Lioaell had by his fint wife one daughter,. 
Mnied PhUip, of whom some aocoHAt is given in the 
soil before-mentioned. 

In the Chronicle of John Harding the foUowinc. 
history is given : 

*^ Mts wife was dedde and at Clare was buried,. 
And none heire lie had, but his dovghter faire^.. 
Philip that bight, as Caronicles specified. 
Whom Quecne Philip christened for his heire r 
The Arch-bishop of York» for his Compeire ; 



CLARE CAWTLEp AKD PSIORT. 

Hir Godmother abo of Warwyk the Coantciie 
 A Lady was of aU greate worthynesfle-** 
Chyldren he had noooe, but Philip heire 
By Elisabeth his first wyfe, which the kyng 
Edward maryetl to Edmond Mortymer 
The Erie of Marche, that was his warde fiill yyiif^ 
Who g^te on hir Roger their derelynge." 

According to Milles's account, Philip the only daugh- 
ter of Lionel Plantagenet, duke of Clarence, was mar- 
ried to Edmond Mortimer, earl of March, by whom he 
bad a son, Roger. This Roger had a daughter, Anne, 
who, marrying Richard of Cambridge, transferred the 
right of the kingdom to the house of York. 

In this Priory church the following persons were 
also buried. 

Richard earl of Clare (who it is thought by some 
was the founder)-*dame Alice Spencei^— sir John Beau- 
champ, knt.— John Newborne, esq. who, with others, 
assisted in bringing over the body of Leonell duke of 
Clarence into England — John Wiborougfa — William 
Golderick — ^William Capell— and Eleanor his wife — ^lady 
Margaret Scroope— John Kempe, esq. — ^Robert Butter- 
wyke, esq. — Joan Cavendish, daughter of . Clop- 

ton— dame Eleanor Wynkepery. 

Note. Elizabeth de Burgh, daughter and heiress of 
William de Burgh, earl of Ulster, first wife of Leonell, 
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CLAKB .CA9n.B» AKD PKMHEY. 

^and psaad-daiighter. of Gilbeit.de CUu^» iohabited the 
Castle of Clare A. D. 1347. 

Clarb Priory was a priojry ol friam^of the order oif 
St. Augustine, who dwelt h^te A. D. 1S48, but it was 
afterwards cluinged to a college of a deai| and secular 
canons. It was granted to Richard Friend, 31 king 
Henry Vltl. A portion of the buildings has been occu- 
pied as a dwelling from neaily that time^ They have 
been recently repaired, but retain* all the marks of their 
origin. The Priory, as Ijt is still, coiled, was lat||y the 
property of William Shrjve, esq. who had it from the 
family of the Barkers, to whom it has returned. 

AiHiuai value £324 : 4 : IJ. 

Having no authentic documents respecting the 
building of the parish church of Clare, which is' an 
ancient and a beautiful structure, it roust be passed 
over without a history ; but from its stately appearance, 
there is great reason to suppose that it was built chiefly 
at the cost and charges of the lonis, who allowed the in- 
habitants pf the town the use of it. The font is of 
stone, and evidently of the same age as the church. 

The follow ing is the list of the dukes and earls of Clare. 

A. D. 1. Richard Fitz-Gilbert 

1139-^2. Gilbert earl of Clare 

- 1 152--S. Roger de Clare 

1 174^-4. Richard de Clare 

Note. At the death of Richard, the title 
lay long extinct in' that Gloui^iester. 



A.D. 

t30f-4. Lionell d. •! Ckr«iiee, tliMioii of Idag 
Ed. III. 

ttll— 4» Thomas 0. of Caarence^ secead son of 
Hetii7 IV. 

146i*.7. Oeoi|^ D. of Ckdrenee, brother of Ed- 
ward IV. 

lOM— ^ Jobn Hollis, oai4 ef Clare, lord Hbvglrton 

1087—^ John HolfiSi earl of Clare, oldttt bom of 
the ahove 

IWft^lO. Oilbert HoUU, only son of John tHolaH 
oatl flf Clare. 

The following is a translation of a copy of letters 
spatent granted by Blixabeih de Bmffa^ widMr of Lio- 
^nell, duke of Cknrenco, and irrand-daugbter of Gi- 
lbert de Clare, ^nng permtssievk to sell orexchaago a 
omail pieeo of groaiid, sHaated in her maribet of Clare, 
with three persons, who are called gear^lLnsof her ehan- 
eery in Clafe. The -seal of the chaneety is aAaed to it, 
but some part of the wax being broken, only the t es si a&afi 
of the <|nartorings of the Clare faniiiy (vis.)> three thro^ 
.roness^ and the eaxMom of Oleneestor, a cross^ can be 
made out. The impressioB in the ipiddle» of tli€> com- 
partment is very imperfect. As tbfts lady war-the widow 
of Lionell, it is most lik^ the aohieven«iit of the 
duke. The original deed, which is written *in French, 
is in the posseesioft of ThoBAs- Haggles, esq. of Clare, 
to whooi I am Indebted for the copy. It exhibits a strik* 



CL&ftE CASTLBy AND PRIORT. 

Inif and a curious praof of the pride and absurd affecta- 
tion of royal prerogatires in the nobility of those times. 
All the parade of roi^al letters patent are made use of by 
a sudject, to ^ve a tenant of her honour of Clare leave 
to exchange a place in the market only sixteen feet long 
and eleven wide, -with the guardians of her chancery, as 
they are called. For this purpose, the first person ))lu- 
ral is made use of— -'< Given in our Castle of Clare^ the 
seal of our chancery being affixed.** It proves, however, 
that Clare possesses the grant of a market, which, by 
some, has been doubted. It shews also that its noble 
owner, as well as our gracious sovereign, held a court 
of chancery, and also put the great seal into commis- 
sion, that the court was held at Clare, and that the 
Castle in the year 1347 was inhabited by Elizabeth de 
Burgh, dame de Clare, who (as it was before noticed) 
was buried in the chancel of the Priory church. 

** As tous ceup que ces lettres verrpnt ou-^— Eliza- 
beth de Burgh, dame de Clare, < salutz in eemp* As 
William holds of us, by favour of our court, a place in 
our market of Clare, near that of Walter Abbry, which 
measures in length sixteen feet, and in breadth eleven, 
by the favour of our court, for the rent of fourpence 
per ann» Be it known that We grant, by our special let- 
ters patent, and give leave to the said William to ex- 
change the said place in the said market with William 
Sorrel, Johan Peche, and William Shepherd, guardians 
of the chanceiy of our lady of Clare— To have and to 



CLARE CASUS, A9(D PMOEY. 

hold to them and their tucoessort^ guardians of the said 
chanceiy of Us and of our heirs, for the aforesaid rent 
of fourpence ptr ann, for ever. And as We have given 
leave to the aforesaid William Sorrell, Johan Peche, and 
William Sbeppherde, guardiansof our said chancery, .to 
purchase the said place of the said William in the mariLCt 
by exchange, to hold of us and of our heirs on the terms 
aforesaid, without being in danger of any encroachment 
to them and their successors from us or our heirs on the 
aforesaid purchase. 

<< Given in our Castle of Clare the fifteenth day of 
May, in the year of the reign of our lord the king Ed* 
ward the Third, after the Conquest." 

An ancient house, standing on the north side of 
Clare church, attracts attention from its ornaments, 
consisting chiefly of armorial bearings and foliage; but, 
being much defaced with whitewash, it is nearly impos* 
sible to ascertain exactly the figures. 

To the rev. William Daking, of Boxted, in Essex, 
the proprietors of this Work are indebted for the above 
particulars. 
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PRAMLIN6HAM CASTLE, 

SUFFOLK. 

The ori^n of this Castle is lost in obscurity. It is 
conjectured to have been erected by Redwald (who be- 
gan his reign in 593) > but upon no better ground, than 
that Rendlesham, where the prince is said to have re- 
sidedy has followed this Castle in all the changes of its 
proprietors. Hither Redwald's unfortunate successor, 
St. £dmund the martyr, fled, in 870, for refuge, from 
tlie Danes ; being besieged, and having no hopes of suc- 
cour, he again sought safety by flight, but was overtaken 
by his pursuers, and murdered at Hoxue. Framlingham, 
with the rest of his kingdom, remained in the hands of 
his conquerors for about fifty years ; afterwards it was re- 
covered by the Saxons, and continued in their possession 
till the subjugation of England by Canute. After the 
Norman conquest, this Castle, on account of its import- 
ance, was retained by William and his son Rufus. Henry I. 
•granted it to Roger Bigod, whose grandson, Hugh, 
was created earl of Norfolk by king Stephen, for attest- 
ing that Henry, on his death-bed, declared his nephew 
Stephen his successor in preference to his daughter Maud. 
This nobleman either rebuilt or much repaired Framling- 
ham Castle, it having been dismantled by order of Henry 

n 



FHAMLINGHAM CASTLE* 

II. because the earl had favoured the pretensions of bis re- 
bellious soiv The king however restored him his posses- 
sionS) on condition of their reverting to the crown on 
the failure of male heirs, which happening in the third 
year of Edward II. John de Botetourt was appointed 
governor. Afterwards, all the possessions belonging to 
the Bigods were granted to Thomas de Brotherton, who 
was created earl of Norfolk, and martial of England* 

Frarolingham was forfeited to the crown in the latter 
part of the reign of Henry VIII. and again to queen 
Elizabeth. In 1635, the Castle and estates were pur- 
chased by sir Robert Hitcham, who settled it, for chari- 
table purposes, on Pembroke Hall, in Cambridge ; in 
his will he devised if 100 for the use of the college, and 
the remainder to be appropriated for the benefit of the 
poor, in the parishes of Framlingham, Debenham, Le- 
vington, and Coggeshall. 

The Castle is situated on the north side of the town, 
and was 6f:rongly defended both by nature and art, hav- 
ing on the west side an extensive mere, and on the others 
two broad and deep ditches, which communicated with it. 
The form is an irregular curve, flanked with thirteen 
square towers, rising fourteen feet higher than the ram- 
parts. The interior, agreeable to the will of sir Robert 
Hitcham^ has been entirely demolished. 
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LEISTON ABBEY, 

SUFFOLK. 

An Abbey, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, for thepremon* 
stratensis, or order of black canons* was built about the 
year 1182, by Ranulph de Glanville, who endowed it with 
the manor of Leiston, conferred on him by Henry II. and 
likewise certain churches, which he had before given 
to Butley priory, in this county, and which they resigned 
in favour of this monastery. But this house being si* 
tuated about a mile and a half from the present ruins, and 
much nearer the sea, which subjected it to frequent in> 
andations, and was otherwise very inconvenient and 
unhealthy, Robert de Uffbrd, earl of Suffolk, about 
the year 1363, built the Abbey, on the site of the exist- 
ing ruins : this edifice was unfortunately destroyed by 
lire before 1389, but being rebuilt, continued to flou- 
rish till the general dissolution, when it contained fif- 
teen monks, and its annual revenues were then esti- 
mated at £181 : IT : I. The site, with the greatest part of 
the manors, rectories, and land belonging to them, were 
granted to Charles, duke of Suffolk, in whose family 
the patronage of this house had been for several genera- 
tions ; afterwards it became the property of Daniel Har- 
vey, es^. and has passed through several possessors, but 



LBirrON ABBEY. 

at pretent belongs to the hon. Jotkot Vanneck^ son of 
lord Hantingfteld, 

The abbot obtuned a charter for a market and fair 
here« in the sixth of Edward II. A. D. 1318, but both 
have long since been disused; various other privil^es 
were enjoyed by, these oanons. Pope Lucius granted 
them the liberty to celebrate divine worship privately, 
io the time of general interdiction, and absolute freedom 
in the election of their abbot ; likewise the liberty of bu- 
rying any person who should desire to be interred in 
their monastery, if not under sentence of excommunica- 
tion ; they were not obligated to pay tithes of their goods 
and chattels. Richard II. confirmed many of their privi- 
leges, and granted to them, that in the time of a vacan- 
cy, neither he nor his heirs, nor any of his officers, 
should seixe upon their temporalities ; norsbould they ever 
be compelled to grant a pension to any person whatever. 

This monastery was very extensive, and a great part 
of the neighbouring land has been enclosed with portions 
of its walls. The church was built in the form of a cross : 
the north aisle is now used as a barn ; and various other 
offices belonging to the Abbey are appropriated to agri- 
cultural purposes : it seems to have been chiefly deco- 
rated with ornaments formed by an intermixture of black 
squared flints and free-stone. The length of the church 
was about fifty-six yards, and the breadth of the middle 
aisle seven yards. A farm house is built amidst the ruins, 
and is occupied by Mr. Jessop. 
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AU, SAINTS CHURCH, DUNWICH, 

SUFFOLK. 

The once extensive and commercial city of Dunwich has 
now but little left to indicate its former greatness. It is 
at present a mean village, situated on a cliff of consider* 
able height, commanding an extensive view of the German 
ocean, about five miles from Southwould, and ten from 
Aldborough. 

However fabulous many of the traditionary accounts 
of this town may be, this is certain, that it is a place of 
high antiquity ; and from the number of Roman coins 
found here, it may reasonably be conjectured to have 
been a Roman station. In the reign of Sigebert, king of 
the East Angles, Felix, the Burgundian bishop, fixed his 
episcopal see at Dunwich, when invited over by that 
monarch, to promote the conversion of his subjects to 
Christianity ; and here his three successors continued, 
and had jurisdiction over the whole kingdom of the East 
Angles ; but in the latter part of the third bishop's time, 
in consequence of his infirmities, the see was divided. 
In 820 the two bishoprics were again united by Wybred, 
who fixed his episcopal residence at North Elham, after 
this see had continued about 200 years. 

When an estimate was made of all the lands int the 



ALL SAIirn CRURCH9 DUNWICH. 

kingdom by Edward the ConfcMor^ there were two etrvefl 
of land at Dunwieh^ but one of these was swallowed up by 
the sea, before the conqneror^s survey was made. -At that 
time it was the manor of Robert Mallet, and contained 
eleven bordarii, twenty-four freeman (each holdin^^ forty 
acres of land), 1S6 burgesses, 178 poor, and three churches. 
In the beginning of the reign of Henry II. it became a 
demesne of the crown, at which time, according to Willi- 
am of Newbury, ** it had a mint, and was a town of good 
note, abounding with much riches, and sundry kinds of 
merchandizes,*' and the annual fee-farm rent then 
paid was ^180 : IS : 4, and twenty-four thousand herrings. 
'Danwich, it may be supposed, was then in the zenith of 
its prosperity. 

King John, in the fir^t year of his reign, granted a 
charter to this place, and amongst other things, em- 
powered the burgesses to marry their sons and daughters 
to whom they pleased, and also to dispose of their pos- 
sessions in this town, as they should think fit. 

In the reign of Edward I. this town had considerabiy 
declined ; at the siege of Calais, and during the war with 
Trance, most of its ships were lost, together with goods 
to the value of j^lOOD. A stili.greater loss was experi- 
enced, by the removal of its port, anew one being opened 
at Walberswich, which, combined with the inroads of 
the sea, gradually reduced it to its present state of po- 
verty ; in consequence, the fee-farm rent was at various 
times abated, and it was fixed at lOOf . j^er anmim by 
^Charles If. 



AUL SAINTS CBUlCHy DUNWICB* 

There was but one church here in the time of E4* 
ward the Confessor, and two more were added in the 
rdpn of the Conqueror. The former was dedicated to 
Felix, the first bishop, and to him the erection is ascribed^ 
it is likewise repeated that he was buried here in 64T ^ 
but his remains were afterwards removed to Soham, in 
Cambridgeshire. In the sequel, here certainly were six, 
if not eight parish cburches^ some of which were literally; 
washed away by the sea. 

All Saints, the only church of. which any part now^ 
remains, stands on the verge of the clifl^ which being oi 
a. loose sandy texture, cannot long withstand the impetu- 
osity of the waves ; and the time is not far distant when 
it must share the fate of the others. Little can now be 
Judged, from its present ruinous state, what the Church 
once was ; but it appears to have been very little orna* 
mented. It consisted of a body and north aisle, divided 
by five pointed arches. According to Gardiner, about the 
year 1785, it was considerably reduced in its dimensions ; 
in the north aisle (which was then demolished, and the 
separating arches bricked up) were magisterial seats^ 
curiously ornamented with carved work, and the windows 
adorned with painted glass. In 1754 divine service was 
performed here once a fortnight, from Lady Day to Mir 
ehaelmas, and monthly during the rest of the year } but 
when it was discontinued we are not informed. 

Besides the churches here were three chapels, dedi- 
cated to St. Anthony, St. Francis, and St. Catherine ;. 



ALL SAINTS CHURCRy DUNWICH. 

likewise a house of the knights templars, and afterwards 
of the hospitalers; to this establishment belong^ a 
church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and John the Bap- 
tist: also, two monastic institutions belonging to the 
gray and black friars ; some part of the former yet re- 
mains. This house had three gates, one of which, the 
eastern^ is demolished, but the other two standing close 
together, to the westward, are nearly entire, except the 
top of the largest, which has been embattled ; this served 
for the principal entrance to the house, and the other 
led to the church. 

There were two hospitals denominated St. James's 
and Maison Dieu, or God's house, abundantly endowed 
with lands, but through mismanagement, a scanty pit- 
tance is only left, which is given to the most indigent 
inhabitants. 

Dunwich has returned two members to parliament 
ever since the commons o( England acquired the right of 
representation. The present members are lord Hunting- 
field and B. Barnes, esq. According to the returns of 
1801, the town contained forty-two houses and 184 inha- 
bitants, who are carried to the parish of Westleton for 
interment, as there.is no cAurcA, or any other place used 
for divine worship in the Bor9ugh**^0 Umportl 
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WALBERSWICH CHURCH, 

SUFFOLK, 

Walberswich^ commonly termed Walserwi^, has beea 
a populous town, and a place of considerable importance. 
An extensive trade was carried on here, both by sea and 
land ; the chief article of commerce was fish: in '1451 thir- 
teen barks traded to Ireland, Ferro, and the northern seas, 
and twenty fishing boats were employed off the coast. 
This town likewise derived great advantage by the re- 
moval of the port from Dunwich, which, as it ruined 
that town, caused the prosperity of Walsberwich to in- 
crease ; it continued to thrive till the middle of the six- 
teenth century : its decline is attributed to the altera* 
tion that was then made in the established religion, 
which proved highly detrimental to this, as well as to 
many other towns on the coast, whose principal support 
was derived from the fishery. The loss of trade, aided by 
several destructive conflagrations, reduced Walberswich 
to its present state of poverty and niin. The first fire by 
which it suffered was about the year 1583. In 1633 a great 
part of the town was burned. In 1683 another fire hap- 
pened ; and in 1749 the same calamity occurred again, 
when one third of the small remains of the town was con- 
sumed. 



WlLBSfttWICH CMURCB. 

The old church was a mean buildini^y and thatched. 
In the year 1473 it was taken down, when the inhabit- 
ants, at their sole cost, erected in its stead a handsome 
structure, with two aisles, dedicated to St. Andrew. It was 
finished in 1493, and contained a chapel of Our Lady, the 
images of the Holy Trinity, the Rood, St. Andrew, and 
several others. A few years afterwards a north aisle 
was added, which rendered it a beautiful' edifice, well 
built with flint and free-stone ; each aisle was divided 
from the nave by seven arches and six pillars ; the length 
was 184 feet, and breadth sixty feet. 

This Church suffered much from the fanatical visi* 
tors in the middle of, the seventeenth century, and con- 
tinned to decay until 1096, when the parishioners, unable to 
defray the expenses of a complete repair, rebuilt a portion 
of the south aisle. 

The interior is plainly fitted up, and contains nothing 
remarkable, excepting a fine octangular stone font; 
round the pedestal are non-descript birds and animals, 
and the sides are alternately sculptured with figures and 
animals ; it is now much mutilated, and the ornaments 
obscured by a thick coat of whitewash, which has lately 
been most injudiciously applied. 

Walberswich is now annexed as a hamlet to Blitb* 
burgh. 
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BLITHBUR6H CHURCH, 

SUFFOLK. 

Tbb only object now desenring of notice at Blithbnif K 
is the Churchy a curious building, and of considerable 
antiquity, 1S7 feet long, and fifty-four feet wide. The 
ruinous state of this edifice must excite the regret of 
eyery beholder, who has any regard for the preservatioA 
of beautiful specimens of church architecture. It is 
dubious whether more damage has l^en sustained by 
wanton dilapidations, or from neglect of properly 
amending. The tracery has been removed from the east 
and several other windows, and its place supplied with 
brick ; and where the painted glass was damaged the va* 
cuity b filled with mortar. Internally, the fine carved 
work has been scraped, and covered with whitewash) and 
the carvings on the roof, consisting of angels with ex- 
panded wings, bearing shields painted with the arms of 
various benefactors to the Church, are in a decaying 
state. Several images have been removed from the 
interior and exterior, and together with the tracery, 
taken from the windows, thrown in a promiscuous heap 
in the churchyard. The porch is still deeorated with 
grotesque heads^ aad on each comer is an angel with ex^ 



BLITHBUBGU CHUBCH. 

tended winp ; the buttrett in the loath aide is Ulsewue 
turmounted with figures ; but probably the caprice of the 
churchwarden may soon doom- them to a simibr fate 
with the others. 

The Church consists of a nave and two aisles, di- 
vided by eight pointed arches and seven slender pillars : 
in the north aisle is a tomb, said to be Anna, king of the 
East Angles, and one in the chancel of Firmius, his son ; 
but Gardiner conjectures, that the former may be a mo- 
nument for one of the Swillington's, lords of Blithburgh, 
and the latter for sir John Hopton. The pews are much 
carved, 'particularly two near the north side, on which 
are eighteen small figures^ representing the apostles, and 
other Scripture characters. The font is octangalar« 
standing on two steps of the same form, ornamented at 
each angle of the bottom of the pillar with non-descript 
animals, and the upper part with the busts of figures, 
with a band across their breasts, but much mutilated, 
and defaced with whitewash. 

At a small distance north-east from the Church 
stand the remains of Blithburgh priory, supposed to be 
founded by the abbot and convent of St. Osith, in E&sex, 
to whom king Henry I. granted the revenues of Blith- 
burgh Church. 

This house was included among those which cardinal 
Wolsey obtained a bull for suppressing, in order to apply 
Uie revenues towards the endowment of his college at 
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fiooi; and iU annual reyenues were estimated at 
£AS : 8 : 10. Henry VIII. granted the possessions of the 
prioiy to sir Arthur Hopton. 
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STONE FONT, SNAPE CHURCH, 

SUFFOLK. 

Smapk, or Snapes^ in the hundred of Plomesf^tey ia 
llie county of Suffolk, is only known firom a Benedic- 
tine priory being founded here in the year 1090, by 
William Martel and Atttreda his wife, and Jeffrey Mar- 
tely their son and heir, and dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. These persons being seised of the manor of 
Siiapes, and enjoying the benefit of wreclcs of the sea, 
fnrm Thorp to Hereford-Nesse, gave thb manor to the 
abbey of Colehester> for the iMindIng of a prioiy here^ 
which diouM be a cell to that ahbey« A prior and mmm 
Benedictine monks from that house were aocordinf^y 
tetUed here in the year 1155: but, upon complaint 
made by Isabel, ccmntess of Suffolk, and patroness of 
this priory, to pope Boniface IX. that the said abbot 
and convent did not maintain a sufficient number of re- 
ligious therein, according to the will of the foundress, 
this house was, by a bull, dated A. D. 1400, made con- 
ventual, and exempted from all subjection to Colches- 
ter. William de la Pole, eari of Suffolk, temp. 
Henry VI. designed to have new-founded this priory, 
which was given by king Henry VII. to the monastery 
of Btttley, m the twenty-fourth year of this king's 



rrONB FONT> SNAPS CHURCH. 

rdpt: bat the prior and his caiioiu resided up and 
quitted aU claim and title to the same, the Slat o£ 
Februaiy 1509. It was suppressed A. D. 1584, and 
given to cardinal Wolsey, for the endowment of his 
colleges; and after the cardinal's attainder, the site 
of this prioiy was granted to Thomas, duke of Nor- 
folk. 

The church of Snape is dedicated to St. John the 
Baptist, and contains a very ancient and highly-orna- 
mented Stone Font. The figures round the pillar which 
supports the Font are an assemblage of kings, pre- 
lates, and non-descapt birds, standing on pedestals. 
The Font is a sexagon, and has a pillar at each angle, 
and a figure between each pillar, every alternate figure 
being crowned ; the others in the priest's dress, and the 
whole of them bearing a scroll, the characters upon 
which is now illegible. 

Snape is four miles from Alboro and seven from 
Wickham market. 
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WORLINGWORTH CHURCH, 

SUFFOLK. 

WoRLiNGWORTB, situated in the hundred of Hotne^ is a 
small village, about seven miles from Framlingham. 

The Church is a plain structure, consisting of a body 
and chancel separated by a wooden screen, and is no 
ways remarkable, excepting for the beautiful font which 
it coutains ; this once adorned the abbey church of Bury 
St. Edmund's, and escaped the general wreck of the dis- 
solution. It is still in very good preservation, and has 
been removed from the top of the middle aisle to the 
north side of the Church, when it was repaired and 
beautified (as the inscription expresses it), at the expense 
of the u'bn. John Heniker Major, in May 1801 ; and on 
the opposite side in gilt letters is written, ** Circumcisio 
cordis in spiritu, non litera, Ro. 2. 89." The whole 
height is twenty-four feet six inches. The font is an oc- 
tagon, having at each angle a slender pillar with crockets 
and finials, and the sides are richly sculptured with an- 
gels and animals, the figures holding shields, with va- 
rious devices $ at each corner of the contracting part to- 
wards the pedestal, are cherubs heads with expanded 
wings ; and the pedestal, which is an irregular octagon, 
is ornamented with four non-descript animals, scaled 




WORLINOWORTH CHUftCH. 

over their breasts ; oa a moulding round the bottom are 
several old characters, now iUeg;ible. The top has been 
painted, and now beautified (as above related], by a 
wheelwright in the parish ; the royal arms, and several lu- 
dicrous seraphs and cherubs (encompassing scriptural 
texts), adorn the walls of the Church, by the same artist. 

On the north side of the chancel is a plain marble 
tablet, inscribed to the memory of sir John Major, bart. 
who died in 1781, and is interred here. He was an elder 
brother of the Trinity House, chosen high sheriff of Sus- 
sex in 1755, elected a representative in parliament for 
Scarborough in 1761, and created a baronet, with re- 
mainder to his son-in-law, John Heniker, esq. who was 
afterwards elevated to the peerage, by the title of lord He- 
niker, who died in 1803, and was succeeded by his son, 
the present lord Heniker, by whom the monument was 
erected. On the south side, opposite the above;'''is ano- 
ther monument of dame Ann Heniker, daughter of sir 
John Major* 

Inserted in a stone on the pavement is a small brass 
plate, to the memory of Jaspar Hassie, citizen of Lion- 
don, buried here in the year 16S4. 

The Church contains a small organ^ and a little 
stained glass remains in the windows. 
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CASTLE ACRE PRIORY, 

NORFOLK. 

> 

This raonftBtery wa» erected bjr WiUtam 4e Wwren, tiM 
fint eftrl ef Surry, In the year 1065. Tlie earl, goi^g; on 
a pilgriinage to Rome with Guadred hit wife, yliited 
several religious hontes, Had aiMN^ them the 4bhey of 
Cluai, in Bargundy, where he was to well pleased with 
his reception aqd eaiertalwneiit^ that he determined 
the Priory, which he was now about to endow (having 
built it through the persuasions of Laafrank, archbishop 
of Canterbury), should be fonuonks of the Clanlac order i 
it was dedicated to 8t« Mary, and made dependant upon 
aoother Qonaciery, which the easl , had fimoded at 
Lewes, in Sussex, near his castle. On his return firom 
Burgundy he brought with him from the abbey of Cluni 
ibur of the monks, whom he placed here^ and after* 
wards increased their number to twelve* The numereos 
grants which he made to this establishment were confirmed 
by his son, who added many gifts of his own : it wm 
likewise enriched by the contributions of several other 
persoqs. *' In the twenty-fourth year of ^ward I. 'the 
possessions of this bouse were seized under pretence of Us 
being an alien priory i but it being proved thAt it was 
not sukyect to the power or uesessment of any fofeign 



CAITLB ACRE PRIORY. 

prince or monattery, ezrept only that it was Tisited by 
the abbot of Glaoi, when be came iolo England. In tbe 
34th year of tbe same reign, its privileges and possessions 
were restored; and king Edward II. in the eighteenth 
of his reign, decreed, that it should not any ways be mo- 
lested as foreign, it having in his fother^s time been 
proved and declared indigenous or native." This convent, 
with all its appurtenances, was surrendered on tbe S2d 
of November 1533, Thomas Mailing being then prior. 
In the deed of surrender it Is ei pressed, that ^' their 
souli and consciences were especially moved" thereto by 
ceriaio causes, just and reasonable ; they therefore resign 
with the bouse all the manors, messuages, lands, tene- 
ments, rents, and services, with the advowaons, and all 
manner of things thereto belonging, lu Norfolk, SnlTolk, 
Essex, Middlesex, Cambridgei»hire, and every other 
place. This was signed by Thomas Mailing, prior, and 
ten of the monks, some of whom were accused, and found 
guilty of the most notorious licentiousness. In the thirty- 
ninth year of his reign, Henry VIII. granted the site to 
Thomas Howard, duke of Norfolk. In the second year 
of Elizabeth it was alienated to Thomas Gresham, and 
afterwards possessed by Thomas Cecil, earl of Exeter. 

The priory Church was a venerable pile of free- 
stone and flint, built in the conventual form ; great part 
of Its western end is still remaining. Here was the prin- 
cipal entrance through a large circular receding arch, 
supported on each side by three handsome columns ; the 
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CASTLC ACRE FRIORT. 

mouldings of this arch, richly ornaroeoted, are still in 
good preservation, though the shafts of the columns are 
broken from their capitals. Over the door is an elegant 
pointed window ; some slight remains of its tracery are 
still visible : tlie muUions are entirely gone. On each 
side of the great window is a circular arch, with zigzag 
mouldings, sustained by a slender column; below these is 
a tier of small circular arches, and under them, near the 
bottom of the window, is a projecting moulding, sup- 
ported by grotesque beads : beneath this moulding, con- 
nected with the outer arch of the door, is a range of in- 
tersecting arches, and rising from the ground, another 
range of tbe same description: the intermediate -l^ace 
i? filled with a tier of small arches like those above. 
Tbe centre of the west front was flanked by two towers ; 
the upper parts of them are much broken ; they contain 
a number of intersecting and other arches, likewise a 
small circular door leading into tlie aisles. On the south 
side of the church was tbe cloister ; part of it is still 
standing : it had two entrances, one of them was at the 
west end of tbe south aisle, and is seen in tbe annexed 
View of the west front ; it is a circular door, finely orna- 
mented, which has suffered little injury from accident or 
time. *' The nave or body of the church bad twelve 
great pillars, making seven arches on each side. On the 
east end of the nave stood the grand tower, supported 
by four large pillars, through which was the entrance into 
the choir. On the south and north sides were two cross 
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«itlM f tnmnpti t at the end «f th« nortli traiiscept iliere 
•cent (o have bcco a clmpel or vestiary. Tlie cboir was of 
eqaal breadth with tiK nave and aislei, but macb shorter. 
The chapter-hooie appcaw to have been joined to the east 
side of the doisler, and the dormitory to have li^en over 
the west part. West of the cloister aad a^oWiif^ was the 
prlor*s apartmeat, bow a Airn->hoose. to a large room 
above stairs, now caNod the prior** diaing^rooin, is aca- 
rioM bow>window of stoae, cousisthlp of riine paaaeh i 
iu tJiese were emWaxoaed varioas armodal bearings. It 
appears that this window was imerted by John Wio- 
chelsej, who was prior al>oat tiM year l&W, This room 
was evidently part of a large dMipel, which origiaaliy. 
extended heace to the sooth tower o^'th* ehtfrdi, where, 
at the east end, is a large window, and a step of asc^t as 
to an altar. Oa the soath wall near this ascent is an 
arched covered seat of stone, ristagia form of a pyramid, 
with the shield of the eai4 Warren, which testifies it to 
have been botlt before the patromge of the Priory eame 
to the carls of Araadd. The site of this monastery ia- 
cloded several acres t the gmvdeatrance was north of the 
priory ehvnch f the whole was enclosed by a lofty stone 
wall, part of which is still staodlof. Many persons of 
qoality were baried here, especioAly those who held lord* 
ships ander the earl Warren, aad were -benefactors to die 
, Priory.' 
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WALSINGHAM PHIORY, 

NORFOLK. 

Old Walsinqham was formerly a place of greut celebrity, 
which was owing to the widow lady of Ricoldic Fayercbea 
foundingy about the year 1061 , a small eliapel in honour 
of the Virgin Mary, similar to the Sancta Casa at Na- 
zareth* Sir Geifrey de Faverches, her son, confirmed 
her endowments, made an additional foundation of a 
priory for Augustine canons, and erected a conventual 
ehurcb. The numerous gifts and grants to this famous 
religious house, form one of those extensive mases df ec« 
desiastical record through which the antiquary is at times 
constrained to wade. At the dissolution, the annual re- 
venues of the monastery were valued, according to Speedy 

Tlie fame of the image of the lady of Walsingham 
was very great. This vestige of Romish superstition was 
perhaps more frequented than the shrine of Thomas>4- 
Becket, at Canterbury. 

The present remains of the Priory consist of a portal^ 
or west entrance gateway ; a richly-omamentedioity arch, 
sixty feet high, which formed part of the east end of the 
church, supposed to have been erected in the time of 
Hcuiy VII. } the refectoiyi seventy-eight feet long and 
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twtifty-WTeii feet wide ; a Saion arch, wbich bas a zig- 
aaf mottldiiify and formed part of the oripoal chapel^ 
a portion of tfae>eloigten ; a itone bath, and two unoo- 
irered wellf, catted the WUhing W^Um, 

.The prindpal part of these venerable ruins are in- 
eluded in the pleasure i^ardens of Henry Lee Warner, 
esQ* who possesses a large eonunodious house, which oc- 
cupies the site of the Prio^. Among the recent em- 
bellishments in the grounds* are a bridge across the 
rivulet in the front of the houie^ and the widening of the 
Utream, so as to give it the appearance of a lake ; conti- 
guous to the water, and intermixed in a fine grove. of 
trees, are the various fhtgments of the ruins already men- 
tioned. 
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GREY FRIARS' MONASTERY, 

LYNN REGISy NORFOLK. 

LiYNN Regis, or King's Lynn, is situated near the west 
extreme of the county of Norfolk, in tlie hundred nf Fre 
Bridge. 

Much difference has arisen on the etymology of the 
name of Lynn $ and two famous antiquarian and topo- 
graphical cotemporariesj Camden and sir Henry Spelnian,^ 
have displayed both learning and ingenuity in support of 
their respective opinions; the former asserting Lynn to be 
a British word, signifying spreading waters : the latter, 
that Len in the Saxon tongue implies a farm in tenure ; 
and concludes, that Len Episcopi is the bishop^s farm. 
Sir Henry's judgment is perhaps the more probable, as 
the town was originally denominated Bishop's Linn, and 
was part of the monastic revenue of the bishopric of 
Norwich, and so continued until exchanged with king 
Henry YIII. for various other monastic revenues, when 
it changed its name with its possessor to King's Lynn. 

The town was formerly considered a place of no in- 
coD3iderable strength ; it was secured on the land side by 
a semicircular line of fortification, consisting of a ditch 
and wall, strengthened by nine bastions and two gates, 
the extremities terminating at the river : great part of the 
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fortifications At the commenceniCTit of tke nineterBth rem- 
tHry Uy prectratr with the diut, sod the remainder in a 
•late of dilapidation. 

The inhabitants of this ancient tnwn, trmn very re- 
mote a^ of oar history to the present momentoos period, 
have exhibited an anintemipted series of loyalty ; and it 
is worthy of remark, that their patriotism has been en* 
robed with no less than fifteen royal charters, and honoured 
by several personal visits of their kings* 

A sword borne before the mayor, and a laf^e cap and 
cover of siWer gilt, weighing seventy-three nances, were 
the gifts of king John, immediately preceding his unfor- 
tunate passage over the Lincoloshire washes, and bis sal>- 
sequent deathi which took place at Newark in the year. 
1216. 

Of flvtf monastic baildings that had establishments at 
Lynn, the tower of the Grey Frian is the only visible 
remains ; this is now nsefol to seamen as a land-niark« 
and to the merchants as a look-out for their shipping. 
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ST. EDMUND'S OH APPL, EAST DtEREHAM* 

CHURJH, 

NORFOLK. 

East Dbrehah is situated neatly in the centre of the 
county of Norfolk. There appears to have been a church 
here at a very earVy period ; Sr. Withburga, the youngest 
daughter of king Anna, having founded' a nunnery at 
Dereham, was buried in the churchyard in the year 74S ; 
her remains were about fifty years afterwards removed 
into the church : the monastery being destroyed by the 
Danes, she was again removed in 974 to Ely. The me- 
mory, of this virgin^saint- is still preserved here by a fa- 
mous welly which it is said sprung up in the eburchyard 
in the place vtJiere she was first buried :.~tbis is now cor- 
ruptly called Si. Wionifred's Wellv 

The Chu rch of East Dereham is a large pile in the 
form of a cathedral-; it is dedicated to St. Nicholas, and 
has a nave, north and ffoutb aisles,- two transcepts, and 
a chancel. That part of tl>e Church known by the 
name of St. Edmund^s Chape1« is worthy of notice as ^ 
the burial-place of the celebrated poet Cowper,. whose 
works are too well known to need a recital here. . The 
character of this amiable writer is thus briefly drawn by 
bk biographer, Mr. Uayley : ** The person and mind of : 



^ 



IT. BDHVRO'S CB A PBI*« B, DCR£HAM CBCBCnB. 

Cowper leem to bBve been formed with eqaal kiDdiifs» 
by Nature, and it may be questioned if she ever bestowed 
on aliit VM. ^itft «^ flilider prodigality all til9 lequi^itrt to 
conciliate affection an^ |o lotplre respect," — He died on 
the 25th of April 1800 : a mooumeot has been raised to 
his memory In this drnpel. The tablet is thus inscribed i 

or 
WILLIAM COWPXR^ BSQw 

BOBB IN HBRTPOBDSHIRB, 

ITM ; 

BVBIBD IB THIS CHITBCB, 
IBOO.*' 



*^ iTe who whb wartnifl tfte pitblf c triumph ft>el> 

Of talentSy dignffled by savred zeal, 

H^e to BevolionV bard devoutly just' 

Pay your fond tribute due to Cowper's dost !* 

Eiftgland, Exulting in his spotless fonie. 

Hanks ^ilA her dearest sims his-flivourlte namet 

Sense, fancy, wit, suffice ndt all to raiser 

9b dear a title to A^^^tlon's praise ; 

His highest honours to the heart belong^ 

Hid virtoeft formM the tnoglc of hfe song.' 
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THWAITE CHURCH, 

NORFOLK. 

The entrance to Thwaite Church has been an object of 
great curiosity to antiquarians. It consists of an highly- 
ornamented receding semicircular arch of six different 
mouldings, supported on each side by two pillars, the 
caps of which are exquisitely sculptured, as is the space 
on each side between the pillars. Over the centre of 
the doorway is a rudely sculptured head, which from its 
different style of execution appears to have been set 
up at a much later period than the time when the 
door was erected. 

It is supposed that a church was erected here in 
very early times, as Thwaite formerly belonged to the 
abbey of St. Edmund's Bury ; its doorway exhibiting 
many different ornaments exactly similar to those which 
may still be traced on the curious tower of St. James, at 
Bury. 

Not many miles from Thwaite are the remains of 
Langley Abbey, founded for white canons by Robert 
Fitz-Rogcr in 1198. In the thirty-eighth year of Henry 
VIII. the revenues, valued at £128 : 19 : 9 per annum, 
were granted, with the site of the abbey now called the 
Grange, to John Berney, esq. ; at present it is included in 



TBWAITI CHVECH. 

the eztenaive park of Bir Thomas Beauchamp Proctor, 
bart. whose residence, Lan^ley hally U a most noble mo- 
dern buildings, having at each corner a turret rising a 
story above the centre of the building, and two detached 
wings. The offices are enclosed by plantations, and the 
park is well stocked with deer. 
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NORTH GATE, YARMOUTH, 

NORFOLK, 

I FT the year 1260 letters patent were granted by Henry 
III. enabling the burgesses of Yarmouth to enclose the 
toffO with a wall and moat, securing it against invasion 
by any foreign enemy, it being considered the key, or 
prrncipal entrance, into the counties of Norfollc and 
Suffolk. Yet, notwithstanding the king's grant, the 
erection was for a long time delayed ; and it does not 
appear that the walls were even begun in the reign of 
Henry III. t^ov afterwards, till about the thirteenth of 
Edward I. ^^^ town wall contained a compass of about 
2238 yards, having originally ten gates and sixteen towers ; 
of the gates i>nly two remain. The one now under consider- 
ation is traditionally reported to have been built by persons 
who had amassed large suras of money, by being employed 
in burying the dead during the time of the plague in 1349, 
which swept off the greater portion of the inhabitants 
of Yarmouth and the adjacent country. This Gate com- 
mands the entrance into the town from Norwich, and 
was chiefly constructed of flints squared ; but the quoins, 
angles, and ornaments, are stone; io the upper parts 
some brick has been used : the whole is fixed by a hard 
cement, which may brave the tooth of time forages to 
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HORTB GATE, YARMOUTH. 

comei if the modern rage for beautify iog does not rob 
the place of this Tenerable barrier. 

The Gate consists of a portal and postern, over which 

are rooms surmounted by an embattled parapet, flanked by 

two rectan^lar towers. This entrance is disfigured by a 

paltry building placed in front of the east tower, to the 

left of which is represented a part of the town wall, now 

falling into decay; beyond the wall is seen the parish church 

of St. Nicholas, the steeple of which was long famous & 

a direction to mariners, and particularly known to seamen 

from a deception of vision, prising from the peculiarity 

of its construction ; for although it preserved a vertical 

position, yet taking it in every point of view, it had the 

appearance of standing awry. This spire, on a recent 

survey, was reported to be in such a state of decay, as to 

require its being taken down, and at the present time 

(1805) it has been replaced by a large mast and topmast, 

supported by shrouds from the angles of the tower, having 

a gaff, or boom, on which are occasionally displayed 

pendants and cork bulls of about three feet diameter, the 

signals directed by government for giving notice to ship* 

ping of enemies' cruisers being on the coast. 
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SOUTH GATE, YARMOUTH* 

NORFOLK. 

This Gate is situated on the southern extreme of the 
quay, and is a single portal, over i^vhich is a room, 
flanked with two rouild towers: the materials are flints 
and bricks, strongly cemented. It presents rather an ex- 
traordinary sight, as the brick work forms an arrange- 
ment of parallelograms, the squares of which are filled 
up with flints, alternately covered with plaster, giving 
the whole a chequered appearance: it is greatly infe- 
rior in magnitude to the North Gate. On the top of the 
western tower is a telegraph, the head of a line of 
communication between Yarmouth and Norwich, erected 
and maintained at the expense of the merchants and 
traders of these places, for conveying speedy informa- 
tion respecting their affairs, and therefore denominated 
the Commercial Telegraph. On the left is seen part of 
the town wall, terminating in the river, which is the south 
line of the old fortification : on the other side of the wall 
is a very considerable dockyard adjoining to the quay. 
There is no road to any other place by this Gate : It opens 
a communication alone (over the denes, a tract of sand 
lying between the sea and the river) with the fort situ- 
ated near the mouth of the Yar, about a mile further to 
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lOVTB GATE, TARMOtTTH. 

the lonth* Id 1590, on the west side of the South Gate, 
ft mound of earth, much higher thao the town wall, was 
bttilt by the inhabitants of Yarmouth, to command the « 
river and theac^acent denes, of which there are some re- 
jnainiy though it has been greatly reduced. 

Yarmouth quay is the largest in the British empire, 
being near three quarters of a mile in length, and from 
150 to 800 feet in breadth, giving abundant accommoda- 
tion to a very extensive trade carried on at this port. 
Near the north end of the quay is a noble drawbridge 
over the Yar. This is the London road by Bungay, Ips- 
wich, Woodbridge, Colchester, and Chelmsford ; and, 
with the North Gate,, is the only avenue by which there is 
access from tire country. Yarmouth being covered by tiie 
sea on the east, and by the river Yar on the west, i:» 
seated on a peninsula, whose isthmus is at or near the North 
Gate, from which the remains of the old wall extends 
westward to the river ; it continues also from the North 
to the South Gate, forming the east boundary of the town 
running about half a mile distant from, aud nearly pa- 
rallel to the river. Through the wall are several of the 
ancient posterns, which though now destitute of their 
gates, might be quickly barricadoed on an emergency. 
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